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CHAPTER- 1 

ESTABLISHMENT 

 
Organizational set-up and functions for the year 2019-20 

 
Constitution of the Board 
 
Tea Board India was established on 1st April 1954 as per the provisions of Section 4 of the 
Tea Act, 1953. The Board is assigned with the overall development of the tea industry in 
India and functioning under the administrative control of the Central Government under 
Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 
 
Organization of the Board: 
 
The Board comprises of a Chairman and 31 members appointed by Government of India 
representing different sections of the Tea Industry. The Board is reconstituted in every three 
years. The existing Board was reconstituted vide Gazette notifications dated 11 th February 
2019 and 9th March 2019 for a period of three years.  
 
Functions of Tea Board:   
 
The functions of the Tea Board span across a wide spectrum as defined under Section 10 of 
the Tea Act, which briefly include: 
 

1. Increasing production and productivity of tea plantations; 
2. Improving  quality of tea; 
3. Promoting co-operative efforts among small tea growers; 
4. Supporting  Tea Research and Development; 
5. Undertaking promotion campaigns for increasing  exports and domestic 

consumption; 
6. Regulatory functions - Registration of tea gardens, factories, primary buyers  and 

issue of licenses for tea brokers, auction organizers,  exporters and  tea waste 
dealers; 

7. Welfare measures for plantations workers/their wards in the area of health, hygiene, 
training and education; 

8. Collection and dissemination of  tea statistics; and 
9. Such other activities as are assigned from time to time by the Central Government. 

 
Source of Funds: 
 

Funds for the aforesaid functions are provided to the Board by the Government of India 
under capital and revenue heads. 
 
The revenue funds are being used exclusively for the administrative and establishment 
charges for which cess levied on tea is the major source. Capital Funds are used for 
implementation of various developmental, promotional and welfare schemes of the Board. 
Under Section 25(1) of the Tea Act, 1953, tea cess used to be levied on all teas produced in 
India at the rate of 50 paisa per kg., except Darjeeling teas for which only 20 paisa per kg is 
levied. However, after implementation of the GST, the said cess on made tea has been 
subsumed with the GST and consequently clause (c) of section 3, section 25 and 26 and 
clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 27 have been repealed vide Taxation Laws 
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(Amendment) Act, 2017 (No 18 of 2017) published in Part II Section I of official Gazette of 
India. 
 
Administrative Set-up:  
 

As per Rule 3 of the Tea Rules, 1954, the Head Office of the Board is located in Kolkata, 
West Bengal. The Chairman is the Non-Executive head and the Deputy Chairman is the 
Chief Executive Officer. Two Executive Directors are stationed at Guwahati (Assam) and 
Coonoor (Tamil Nadu). As of now, the Board has thirty eight (38) offices including Head 
office/ Zonal/Regional/Sub-Regional Offices within India and one (1) abroad i.e. Moscow  

 
ADMINISTRATIVE SETUP OF TEA BOARD 
 

The role of the Establishment Department is to act as the formulator of policy and ensuring 
compliance to the provisions of Tea Rules and By-Laws as well as rules, orders, circulars, 
memorandums issued by the Department of Commerce and Department of Personnel and 
Training, Government of India. The Department is headed by the Secretary and assisted by 
the Assistant Secretary. It deals with all the matters related to Board’s staff & officials, 
service matters, establishment of offices, manpower positions etc. The Secretariat Section 
and the Stores maintains all the matters related to the Secretariat viz., deals will all VIP 
references, conducting Board meetings etc., while the Store Section keeps the records of 
inventories of the Board.   

Ministry Of 
Commerce & 

Industry

Chairman
Non-Executive 

Head

Deputy Chairman

Chief Executive

ED (Guwahati)

Executive Head of 
North East

ED (Coonoor)

Executive Head of 
South India

FA & CAO

Secretary

DTD

DTP (HQ)

DTP(Moscow)

DD (OL)

Law Officer

Director (Research)

Controller of 
Licensing

Statistician

Tea Board India
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Meeting of the Board 
 

For the period (April 2019 to March 2020) under report 04 (Four) Board Meetings were held 
and the details are as under- 
 

Board Meeting Number Venue Date 

238th Meeting of the Board Kolkata 3rd April 2019 

239th Meeting of the Board  Kolkata 27th June 2019 

240th Meeting of the Board Kolkata 24th September 2019 

241st Meeting of the Board Kolkata 30th November 2019 

 
Man-Power of Tea Board 
 
The total man-power of the Board as on 31.03.2020 was 421 (including officers on 
deputation). The break-up of existing strength of the officers and staff members under 
different categories in offices of the Board in India is shown in the Table-1. 
 
TABLE -1  
 
Group-wise Man power of the Board in India as on (31.03.2020) 
 

Regions Group A Group B Group C Total 

Head Office 14 24 71 109 

Regional/Sub Regional 
Offices 

48 96 168 312 

Officers on deputation to 
Tea Board 

4 0 0 4 

               Total 66 120 239 425 

 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Class (31.03.2020) 
 

 SC ST OBC Total 

Group A 8 4 17 29 

Group B 20 5 31 56 

Group C 40 14 22 76 

TOTAL 68 23 70 161 

 
Age wise profile of the Board’s Employee (Excluding officer on deputation) 
(31.03.2020) 
 

Age Groups Gr. A Gr. B Gr. C Total 

18-30 3 8 5 16 

31-40 21 52 59 132 

41-50 17 22 65 104 

51-60 21 38 110 169 

Total 62 120 239 421 

 

 4 Number of officers are on Deputation (Dy. Chairman, FA&CAO, ED-GHY, ED- CNR) 
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Retirement Chart of Tea Board (Next five Years) 
 

Year Gr. A Gr. B Gr. C Total 

2020 1 6 14 21 

2021 0 6 7 13 

2022 3 6 11 20 

2023 2 5 12 19 

2024 4 8 19 31 

Total from 2020 to 2024 10 31 63 104 

 
 
Changes in Man power of the Board during the year under review: 
 
Promotions: 

 As part of the austerity measures for reduction in administrative expenditure, the 
Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, the controlling ministry of 
the Tea Board vide letter dated 22.02.2017, had advised Tea Board not to undertake any 
fresh recruitment and promotion without prior approval of the Department.  

 
Additional responsibilities: 

 Dr. Rishikesh Rai, Dy. Director (Hindi) took additional responsibility of Secretary, 
Tea Board w.e.f. 22.12.2018 and has continued to hold the charge during 2019-
2020. 

 Shri A. Rajan, Statistician, took the additional responsibility of Director Tea 
Promotion (HQ) from 14-08-2019  

 
Resignation and relinquishments: 

 Shri Rakesh Taluru, FAO resigned from Board’s service w.e.f.14.04.2019 

 Shri Prakash Roy, FAO resigned from Board’s service w.e.f 21.06.2019 

 Two other officials resigned from Board’s service during the year 2019-20 

 One other official conferred C.R.S from Board’s service during the year 2019-20 
 
Appointments: 

 Shri M. Balaji, IAS (TN: 2005) took the charge of Executive Director, Tea Board, 
Coonoor w.e.f. 16.09.2019. 
 

 
Superannuation: 

 Shri T.K. De, Sr. Accounts Officer superannuated from service of Board on 
30.06.2019 

 Shri A. Rajan, Statistician superannuated from service of Board on 31.03.2020 

 Twelve (12) other officials superannuated from the service during the year under 
reporting 

 
 
Deceased  

 One (01) officials died during the year under report. 
 
Voluntary Retirement 

 One (01) official in different cadres took voluntarily retirement from the services of 
Tea Board during the year under report 
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MACP benefits 

During the year under report, the benefit under MACP Scheme has been extended in favour 
of total 59 (fifty nine) officials in different cadres as under: 
 

Group-A 02 

Group-B 11 

Group-C 46 

Total 59 
 
 
Swatch Bharat Abhiyan 

 As per the directives passed by Government of India from time to time, Tea Board 
has carried out different programme under Swatch Bharat Abhiyan during the year 
under report. 

 
Training 

 Power Infinity has provided training to the Tea Board officials on enhancement of 
working efficiency and achieving of Tea Board’s goal and objectives during the month 
of April and May 2019.  

 IIFT (Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, Kolkata Campus) has provided 2-Days 
Management Enhancement Programme on “Enhancing Export of Indian Tea: 
Markets and Barriers” on 28th-29th September 2019 to all officers of Tea Board.  

 
 
Public Grievances, Parliamentary Question, Ministry Correspondence and other VIP 
Reference 

 Board have attended and replied to 115 numbers of Parliamentary Question, 16 
numbers of Public Grievance, 132 numbers of Ministry correspondence and 34 other 
VIP references during the year under report. 12 Assam Assembly questions have 
also been replied. 

 
Cell for prevention of sexual harassment in workplace 

 The cell constituted for prevention of sexual harassment in Tea Board has received 
no complaint during the year under report. 

 
Medical Policy 

 Tea Board India has entrusted M/s United India Insurance Company Limited, for 
extending Group Health Mediclaim Insurance to Board’s employees and their 
dependents for one year w.e.f. midnight of 28th March 2019, for in-patient treatment 
only. 
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Annexure - I 
 

Addresses of Tea Board Offices in India and Abroad 
 

West Bengal & Bihar 

Tea Board 
14, BTM Sarani,  
Kolkata - 700 001. 
Tel. :033-22351331/Fax: 033-2221-5715 
E-mail : secyteaboard@gmail.com 
Website : www.teaboard.gov.in 

Tea Board India, Regional Office,  
Birpara, 1st Floor, Usha Complex,  
(Beside United Bank of India),  
M. G. Road, P.O. Birpara, Dist. Alipurduar, 
West Bengal. Pin: 735204  
Mob: - 8609952917. 
Email: teaboardbirpara@gmail.com 

Darjeeling Tea Research and Development 
Centre (DTR & DC) 
Acharya Bhanu Path, 
Kurseong – 734 203, Darjeeling 
Telefax: 0354-2330218 
Tel: 0354-2330287 
Email: dtrdcteaboard@gmail.com 

Tea Board India, Regional Office,  
Islampur, Power House Para,  
Opposite to Main Bus Terminus,  
PO: Islampur, Dist. Uttar Dinajpur,  
W.B. 733202 
Email: teaboardislampur@gmail.com 

Tea Board India, Regional Office,  
Rahut Bari, Babupara, Ward No. 7, 
P.O. & Dist. : Jalpaiguri-735 101, 
West Bengal. 
Telephone: 03561-225146 
Email: teaboardjalpaiguri@gmail.com 

Tea Board India, Zonal Office,  
“Quality Control Laboratory Building(3rd 
Floor)”,Tea Park, Bhola More,  
(Behind New Jalpaiguri Railway 
Station),P.O. Sahudangi Hat, Siliguri – 735 
135, West Bengal. 
Email id: siliguriteaboard@gmail.com 

Tea Board India, Sub Regional Office, 
The Premises of Shri Kundan Kumar Gupta, 
Near Club Field, 
Thakurganj, Dist. Kishanganj, 
Bihar, Pin – 855116, 
Mobile no.- 9470803717 
Email: teaboardsrothakurganj@gmail.com 

Tea Board India, Research Directorate and 

Quality Control Laboratory 

Tea Park, Bhola More,  
(Behind New Jalpaiguri Railway 
Station),P.O. Sahudangi Hat, Siliguri – 735 
135, West Bengal. 
Email Id: resdirteaboardqcl@gmail.com,  
qcl.tbi@gmail.com 

Tea Board India, Regional Office, 
Kurseong, 
Darjeeling Tea Research and Development 
Centre Campus, Acharya Bhanu Path, 
PO: Kurseong, PIN: 734 203,                  
Dist.: Darjeeling, West Bengal. 
Email: phuriagri@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secyteaboard@gmail.com
http://www.teaboard.gov.in/
mailto:teaboardbirpara@gmail.com
mailto:dtrdcteaboard@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardislampur@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardjalpaiguri@gmail.com
mailto:siliguriteaboard@gmail.com
mailto:resdirteaboardqcl@gmail.com
mailto:phuriagri@gmail.com
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Tamil Nadu 

The Executive Director 
Tea Board Zonal Office, 
“SHELWOOD”, Library Road, 
Post Box No. 6. 
Coonoor – 643 101, The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu  
Tel: 0423-2231638/2230316*[D] 
Fax: 0423-2232332, 2231484-Res 
E-mail: teaboardcoonoor@rediffmail.com 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
In front of Co-operative Bank,  
Mysore Road, Gudalur-643 212, 
The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 
Tel: 04262-262316 
Email: teaboardgudalur@gmail.com 

Tea Board Regional Office, 
139, Eldams Road, Teynampet (2nd 
floor),Chennai – 600 002, Tamil Nadu. 

Tea Room, Tea Board Chennai Secretariat, 
Shop No. 3, 4th St. George, Chennai-600 
009, TEL: 044-24342754/Fax: 044-
24341650, E-mail: 
teaboardchennai@sancharnet.in 

 

Kerala 

Tea Board 
Indira Gandhi Road,  
Willingdon Island, 
Cochin – 682 003, Kerala 
Tel: 0484-2666523/2340481 
Fax: 0484-2666648 
E-mail: teaboardkochi@sancharnet.in 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
511/1, Kallolickal Building, Peermade Post,  
Idukki District, Kerala-685 509 
Tel: 04869-222628 
Email: teaboard.kumily@gmail.com 

 

Andhra Pradesh 

Tea Nook, Near C.R.O.(G) Office, 
(opposite to Railway Reservation Counter), 
Tirumala– 517 504, Andhra Pradesh 

 

Assam, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Meghalaya 

The Executive Director 
Tea Board,North Eastern Zonal Office, 
Housefed Complex, 
5th& 6th floor,  Central Block, 
Beltola-Basistha Road, 
Dispur, Guwahati – 781006. 
Ph: 0361-2228944/2228945  
Fax: 0361-2234251 
Email:teaboardguwahati@hotmail.com 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
ITI Road, PO:Indranagar,  
via-Kunjaban, Agartala, Tripura-799006 
Tel: 0381-2354639/Fax: 0381-2354182 
Email: teaboard.agartala@gmail.com 

Small Growers Development Directorate,  
Zig-Zag Road, Chowkidinghee, Opp. to 
Shantiniketan Apartment,  
P.O. : Dibrugarh-786 001 
Tel: 0373-2324982 
E-mail: teaboardsgdd@gmail.com 
teaboarddibrugarh@gmail.com 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
Club Road,  
Silchar – 788 001,  
Dist: Cachar, Assam. 
Tel: 03842-232518 
E-mail: silchar_tboard@rediffmail.com 
 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
Private Residence, 2nd Floor, 
Near Kingcup School, 
V.I.P Road, P.O: Itanagar,  
Arunachal Pradesh-791 111 
E.mail: teaboarditanagar@gmail.com 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
Tea Research Association Complex, 
Cinnamara, Jorhat – 785 001, Assam 
E-mail: teaboardjorhat@gmail.com 

mailto:teaboardcoonoor@rediffmail.com
mailto:teaboardgudalur@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardchennai@sancharnet.in
mailto:teaboardkochi@sancharnet.in
mailto:teaboard.kumily@gmail.com
mailto:teaboard.agartala@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardsgdd@gmail.com
mailto:silchar_tboard@rediffmail.com
mailto:teaboarditanagar@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardjorhat@gmail.com
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Tea Board, Regional Office, 
Opposite Election Office, Dist. : Sonitpur, 
Ganesh Ghat, Tezpur-784 001, 
Assam.Tel: 03712-233664 
E-mail: tezpurteaboard@gmail.com 

Tea Board, Sub-Regional Office,  
L.K. Baruah Road, Amolapatty,  
Dist: Sivsagar, Assam, 
PIN: 785640 
E-mail: teaboard.sivsagar@gmail.com 

Tea Board, Regional Office,  
“Punyalaya”, Marwari Patty, Ward No-1, 
P.O. &Dist: Golaghat (Assam), 
PIN: 785621, Assam 
E-mail: teaboardgolaghat@gmail.com 

Tea Board, Regional Office, 
Khargeswar Road, Near BSNL Office,  
Dist: Tinsukia, 
Assam, PIN: 786 125 
E-mail: tinsukiateaboard2019@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office, 
C/O MrinalMoni Bhattacharyya,  
Opposite Farm Machinery Training and 
Testing Institute, P.O. & Dist: Biswanath 
Chariali 
Assam, E-mail: nandyanupam3@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office,  
C/O Shri Prabhat Das, 
P.O. &Dist: Udalguri, PIN: 784509, 
Assam, PIN: 784509, 
E-mail: nabajyotibaro73@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office,  
Lumnongrim, Umsning,  
Dist: Ri-bhoi,  
Meghalaya, PIN: 793105 
E-mail: teaboardumsning@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office, 
C/O Gunin Gogoi, 
P.O. : Gogamukh, PIN: 787034 
Dist: Dhemaji, Assam.  
E-mail: riturvd@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office, 
C/O Shri HemkantaKhanikar, 
14 No Line Road, Opposite Allahabad Bank, 
Rajgarh, Dibrugarh, Assam, PIN: 786611 
E-mail: pbaidya23@yahoo.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office,  
Zemabawk, High School Road,  
House No RK- 62, Aizwal, 
Mizoram, PIN: 796017 
 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office,  
P.O. : Dharmanagar, Dist: North Tripura,  
Tripura, PIN: 799250 
E-mail: mnskrmllk@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional office, 
Rajadhap, Near Veterinary Hospital, 
P.O.: Sonari, Dist: Charaideo, 
PIN: 785690, Assam 
E-mail: teaboard.sonari@gamil.com  

 

Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand & Maharashtra 

Special Officer for NWI 
Tea Board 
13/2 Jam Nagar House,Shahjahan Road, 
New Delhi – 110 011 
Telefax: 011-23074179 
Mob:     09818007168  
E-mail:nasstats@gmail.com, 
daktboard@gmail.com 

Tea Board Regional Office, 
Kalu Di Hatti, Palampur, Kangra, HP  
Tel-01894-238171/Fax-01894238178 
E-mail: teaboardpalampur@gmail.com 

Tea Board Sub Regional Office, 
Link Road, Thapalia,  
Almora, Dist: Almora, 
Uttarakhand, PIN: 263601 
E-mail: teaboardalmora@gmail.com 

Tea Board 
Resham Bhavan,  
78, Veer Nariman Road,Mumbai – 400 002. 
Tel: 022-22041699/Fax: 022-22041699 
G.H. (Tel): 2367 5401 
E-mail: mumteaboard@gmail.com 

 

Russia 
Tea Board of India, 4, VorontsovoPoyle Indian  
Embassy , Moscow Russian Federation 
Tel/Fax +7 (495)916 3724, +7-495 783 7535  
Ext 293 + 7(495)917 1657 
Res    +7(495)952 0524, Mob  +0079653862273 
E mail:  teaboard@indianembassy.ru 
dtp@indianembassy.ru 

mailto:tezpurteaboard@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardgolaghat@gmail.com
mailto:tinsukiateaboard2019@gmail.com
mailto:nandyanupam3@gmail.com
mailto:nabajyotibaro73@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardumsning@gmail.com
mailto:riturvd@gmail.com
mailto:pbaidya23@yahoo.com
mailto:mnskrmllk@gmail.com
mailto:nasstats@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardpalampur@gmail.com
mailto:teaboardalmora@gmail.com
mailto:mumteaboard@gmail.com
mailto:teaboard@indianembassy.ru
mailto:dtp@indianembassy.ru
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Annexure-II 

List of Board Members 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Board Members for the year 11th February, 2019 to 
10th February, 2022 

1. Shri Prabhat Kamal Bezboruah 
Flat 41, 17 Lower Range, 
Kolkata - 700 017, 
West Bengal 
 

Chairman Appointed under sub-rule (1) of rule 

4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1172(E) dated 08/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

2. Secretary,  
Department of Industry, Commerce 
and Enterprises,  
Government of West Bengal,  
Kolkata  
 

Member Representing the Government of 

the principal tea growing States 

appointed under clause (a) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

3. Principal Secretary, 
Department of Industries & 
Commerce,  
Government of Tripura, 
Agartala  
 

Member Representing the Government of 

the principal tea growing States 

appointed under clause (a) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

4. Secretary to Government,  
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises Department,  
Government of Tamil Nadu,  
Chennai  
 

Member Representing the Government of 

the principal tea growing States 

appointed under clause (a) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

5. Agricultural Production 
Commissioner and Principal 
Secretary,  
Agriculture Department,  
Government of Kerala,  
Thiruvananthapuram 
 

Member Representing the Government of 

the principal tea growing States 

appointed under clause (a) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

6. Commissioner and Secretary to the 
Government,  
Industries and Commerce 
Department,  
Government of Assam,  
Guwahati 

 

Member Representing the Government of 

the principal tea growing States 

appointed under clause (a) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 



 

10 

 

7. 
 

Principal Secretary to Additional 
Chief Secretary (Agriculture) to the 
Government of Himachal Pradesh,  
Shimla  

Member 
 

Representing the Government of 

the principal tea growing States 

appointed under clause (a) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

8. Shri Ramen Deka 
Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha 
(up to 17thSeptember 2019)  
 

Member 
 

Representing Parliament under 

clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

8A Shri Horen Sing Bey 
Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha 
(From 18th September 2019) 

Member Representing Parliament under 

clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.3359(E) dated 18/09/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

9. Shri P. Nagarajan, 
Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha  
(Upto 17th September 2019) 
 

Member 
 

Representing Parliament under 

clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

9A Shri Raju Bista, 
Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha  
(From 18th September 2019) 
 

Member Representing Parliament under 

clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.3359(E) dated 18/09/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

10. Shrimati Shanta Chhetri 
Member of Parliament, Rajya 
Sabha 
 

Member 
 

Representing Parliament under 

clause (b) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

11. Shri B. Kumaran, 
6/415, Honnathali, 
Billicombi (Post), 
Nilgiris-643 214 
Tamil Nadu. 
 

Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

12. Shri Bipan Syngal, 
Secretary, 
Laghu Udyog Bharati – Unit North 
Bengal 
Mag Tee Private Limited, 
Premium Apartment, 2nd Floor, 
Shiv Mandir Road, Punjahipara, 
Siliguri-734 001, West Bengal 
 

Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

om F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 



 

11 

 

13. Mrs. Diki Tashi Wangchuk 
Tashi Utpal, Below Tatong 
Government  
School, Tatong, P.O.  Dara Gaun,  
Gangtok-737102, Sikkim 
 

Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

14. Shri Kishorilal Agarwal  
IA, 137, Sector 3, Salt Lake 
Kolkata-700096,  
West Bengal. 
 

Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

15. Chairman, 
Indian Tea Association, 
Royal Exchange, 
6, Netaji Subhas Road, 
Kolkata - 700 001 
 

Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

16. President, 
The United Planters’ Association of 
Southern India,  
Post Box No. 11, Glenview,  
Coonoor - 643 101 
 

Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

17. Vacant Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

18. Vacant Member Representing owners of tea estates 

and gardens and growers of tea 

under clause (c) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

19. General Secretary, 
Assam Chah Mazdoor Sangh, 
Jiban Phukan Nagar, 
Dibrugarh - 786 003, Assam 
 

Member Representing persons employed in 

Tea Estates and Gardens under 

clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

20. Ms. Veena Srivastava 
W/o Shri Mahinder Nath,  
Village- Dugni, P.O. Mahahoo 
The-Palampur, District-Kangra, 
Himachal Pradesh 
 

Member Representing persons employed in 

Tea Estates and Gardens under 

clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 
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21 President 
Tea Association of India, 
India Exchange, 
4, Maharana Pratap Sarani, 
 
 

Member Representing persons employed in 

Tea Estates and Gardens under 

clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

22. Shri J. Raman 
Thummanatty Village & Post, 
Ooty, The Nilgiris - 643 002 
Tamil Nadu 
 

Member Representing persons employed in 

Tea Estates and Gardens under 

clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

23. Vacant Member Representing persons employed in 

Tea Estates and Gardens under 

clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

 

24. Shri Nidhesh Hasmukhlal Shah 
Tea Traders & Exporters Forum, 
“Madhuvan”,  
Opp. Ghar Ho to Eaisa, 
Kamal Mandir Road, Near Sanshkar 
Society, Surendranagar - 363 
002,Gujarat 
 

Member Representing dealers including both 

exporters and internal traders of tea 

under clause (e) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

25. Vacant Member Representing dealers including both 

exporters and internal traders of tea 

under clause (e) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

26. Shri Bhavesh Rameshbhai Patel 
Joint Managing Director, 
Vikram Tea Processor Pvt. Ltd., 
Ajantha Nagar, Develgaon Raja 
Road, 
Jalna - 431 203, Maharashtra 
 

Member Representing manufacturer of tea 

under clause (f) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

27. Shri P. Mohanan 
Tachupurambil, Londry P.O., 
Londry Estate  
Idukki-685 505, 
Kerala   
 

Member Representing manufacturer of tea 

under clause (f) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

28. Shri Ratan Nandlal Bidada 
Managing Director, 
Bidada Industries Pvt. Ltd., 
Ganga Mansion, Sinhagad Society,  
Kanheri Road, Moti Nagar,  
Latur - 413 512, Maharashtra 
 

Member Representing consumers of tea 

under clause (g) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 

09/3/2019from F.No.T-

49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

29. Sant Shri Nanakdas Maharaj 
Satguru Kabir Ashram Sewa 
Sansthan (NGO), 
Chhapri Dungri, P.O. Badi Khatu, 

Member Representing consumers of tea 

under clause (g) of sub-rule (1) of 

rule 4. 
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Teh: Jayal, 
Distt: Nagor, Rajasthan - 341 301 
 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

30. Dr. Ashok Kumar Saxena 
33, Parn Villa, Scwak Ashram 
Road, 
Dehradun,  
Uttarakhand - 248 001 
 

Member Representing other interests under 

clause (h) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

31. Shri Sunil Kirwai 
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh 
Karyalaya, 
House No. 136/B, Water Works 
Colony,  
Near Fire Service Station, Pandu, 
P.O. - Rest Camp 
 Dist. Kamrup - 781 012  
Assam  
 

Member Representing other interests under 

clause (h) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.1295(E) dated 09/3/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 

32. Deputy Chairman, 
Tea Board 
 

Ex-Officio 
Member 

Appointed under clause (aa) of sub-

rule (1) of rule 4. 

[Vide MoCI Notification 

No.S.O.783(E) dated 11/2/2019 

from F.No.T-49019/1/2018-Plant(A)] 
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CHAPTER - 2 
 

BROAD OVER VIEW OF THE GLOBAL AND INDIAN TEA SCENARIOS 

Global Tea Scenario 

More than 36 countries spread over all the continents except North America having a varied 

range of agro-climatic conditions between Georgia and Argentina grow tea. The global tea 

production and consumption during 2019 was 6150 million kg and around 5859 million kg 

respectively. Total exports from the producing countries during 2019 added upto 1904 million 

kg. Major tea producing and exporting countries are China, India, Kenya, and Sri Lanka and 

they account for 80% and 74% of world production and exports respectively. (Table-1) 

Table-1. 

Production and Export share of major producing and exporting countries during 2019 

Country 
Production Export 

Million Kg Global share Million Kg Global share 

China 2799 45 367 20 

India 1390 23 252 13 

Kenya 459 7 497 26 

Sri Lanka 300 5 290 15 

Others 1202 20 499 26 

World Total 6150 100 1904 100 

Source: - ITC Annual Bulletin of Statistics 2020 except India 

World auction prices during 2019 by the major producing countries shows a decline in all 

producing countries due to excess supply over the demand.    

 
TABLE-2: WORLD AUCTION PRICE OF TEA (IN US$/KG) 

COUNTRY 2019 2018 >/< OVER 

2018 

India 2.00 2.03 -0.03 

Bangladesh 2.31 3.11 -0.80 

Sri Lanka 3.05 3.58 -0.53 

Kenya 2.04 2.43 -0.39 

Limbe 1.46 1.84 -0.38 

Source: - ITC Annual Bulletin of Statistics 2020 except India 
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The average per head consumption of tea varies widely from country to country. The 

consumption is highest in Turkey (3.04 kg), Libya (3.02 kgs), Morocco (2.07 Kgs), Ireland (2 

Kgs), United Kingdom (1.59 Kgs) and HongKong (1.59 Kgs). The consumption in India is 

around 840 grams. 

Even though per capita consumption of tea is lower in India as compared to other countries, 

due to its population the tea consumption in India accounts for 19% of the global 

consumption. Almost 81% of the total production is consumed within the country. This 

distinct position is in sharp contrast with other producing countries, particularly Kenya and 

Sri Lanka which hardly have any strong domestic demand and hence they are able to export 

most of their production. 

The Global Tea situation in 2019  

Production:  

Total tea production during 2019 increased by 183.87 M.Kgs as compared to the year 2018. 

It may be seen from Table-3 that black tea production decreased in all countries except in 

India. However, China, a leading green tea producer, has increased its production by 188.99 

M.Kgs. 

 

Table-3:  Tea production in major tea producing countries ( MKgs) 

Country 2019 2018 >/< over 2018 

India 1390.08 1338.63 51.45 

Sri Lanka 300.13 304.01 -3.88 

Kenya 458.85 493.00 -34.15 

China 2799.38 2610.39 188.99 

Others 1201.64 1220.18 -18.54 

Total world Production  6150.08 5966.21 183.87 

Source: -  ITC Annual Bulletin of Statistics 2020 except India 

Exports:  

Total global exports in 2019 marginally increased by 40.54 million Kgs over 2018 (Table-4).  

While India exports declined marginally, Kenya, Sri Lanka improved their position.  
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Table-4:  Exports of major producing countries (Million Kgs.) 

Country 2019 2018 >/<  over 2018 

Kenya * 496.76 474.86 21.90 

China 366.55 364.71 1.84 

Sri Lanka 289.59 271.78 17.81 

India 252.15 256.06 -3.91 

Others 498.62 495.72 2.90 

Total world Exports 1903.67 1863.13 40.54 

Source; ITC Annual Bulletin of Statistics 2020 (except India) 

      * Kenya’s export include the neighboring African countries produce 

Indian Tea Scenario 

In India tea is cultivated in 15 states of which Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and 

Kerala are the major tea growing states.  They account for 98% of the total production. 

Other traditional states where tea is grown are Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 

Bihar and Karnataka.  The non-traditional states that have entered the tea map of India 

include Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, and Sikkim. 

World’s finest teas like Darjeeling, Assam, Sikkim, Nilgiris and Kangra which are 

famous for their delicate flavor, strength and brightnessare produced inIndia. With 

diverse agro climatic conditions, India produces medley of teas suited to different tastes and 

preferences of consumers. The characteristics of each region are distinct, which sets them 

apart from one another in many different ways. 

Production: 

Year 2019-20, is a record year of tea production with 1360.81 M.Kgs an increase of 10.77 

m.kg over 2018-19 due to better climatic conditions that prevailed in major tea growing areas 

in North India.  

 Exports: 

India maintained the trend of Tea exports during the year under review.  Tea Exports were 

241.34 M.Kgs in quantity with value realization of Rs. 5457.10 Crs. It was lower by 13.16 m 

kg in quantity and Rs. 49.74 Crs in value due to improved unit price realization by Rs.9.73 

per Kg.. 

 

Primary Marketing: 

During the year under report about 44.35% of total tea produced in the country was sold 

through public auctions and the remaining through other modes. 

 

Domestic Retention : 

The apparent domestic retention of tea for the year 2019-20 was around 1154 M.Kgs as 

against 1120 M.Kgs. in 2018-19.  
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CHAPTER – 3 

FINANCE 

INTRODUCTION 

Tea Board is funded through Grant-in-Aid by Govt. of India. Tea Board generates a meager 

amount from Internal Extra Budgetary Resource (IEBR) through fees on licenses, interest on 

loan & advances and miscellaneous receipts such as sale of liquid tea, sale of green leaves, 

sale of application forms and other publications etc.  

All funds available to the Tea Board are routed through the Annual Union Budget. Such 

funds are utilised by Tea Board as enshrined in Section 10 of the Tea Act subject to the 

delegation of financial powers of the Government. 

CESS PROCEEDS 

During the year 2019-20 an amount of Rs.7355.00 lakhs (excluding opening balance) was 

released by the Government towards proceeds of cess under section 26 of Tea Act, 1953 as 

Non-Plan contribution to the Tea Board. There was an opening balance & closing balance of 

Rs. 1.82 lakh & Rs.4.50 lakh. 

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 

During the year 2019-20, a sum of Rs.1901.00 lakh was received from Government towards 

Research and Development Grants. There was an opening balance & closing balance of Rs. 

38.82 lakh & Rs.17.20 lakh and other receipts of Rs.23.92 lakh. 

RESEARCH (ASIDE) 

During the year no amount was received from Govt. under this head. However, there was an 

opening balance & closing balance of Rs. 33.23 lakh & Rs.131.92 lakh and other receipts of 

Rs.1.96 lakh. 

SUBSIDY 

A sum of Rs. 8342.00 lakh was received from Govt. towards subsidy during the year. There 

was an opening balance & closing balance of Rs.20.69 lakh & Rs.29.89lakh and other 

receipts of Rs.372.80 lakh. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE TEA FUND - CAPITAL 

During the year, no amount was received from Govt. towards SPTF Capital Contribution. 

NON-PLAN RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS 

A. Receipts 

Receipts during the year 2019-20 under different heads of Non –Plan are as under:                              

               (Rs. in lakh) 

Money received under Section 26 of Tea Act 7355.00 

Fees realized on account of licenses/ TMCO 2003 292.51 

Fees realized on account of HACCP 0.00 

13
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B. PAYMENTS 

Non-Plan Payments during the year 2019-20 was as under: 

                                                                                                                          (Rs. in lakh) 

Administration including Library 

 

2950.32 

Tea Promotion in India 463.80 

Tea Promotion outside India 

 

0.00 

Pension including Gratuity & Leave Encashment 

 

2580.50 

Other Establishment Expenses 200.39 

Employer’s contribution to New Pension Scheme 116.92 

 

Other Administration Expenses 687.46 

Fixed Assets Purchased 153.30 

Other Payments 1086.63 

TOTAL 8239.32 

 

PLAN SCHEME RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS 

C. Receipts 

Receipts during the year 2019-20 under different Plan Schemes are as under: 

                                                                                                                           (Rs. in lakh) 

Tea Plantation Development Subsidy Scheme 3531.12 

Schedule Caste Sub Plan   542.00 

Quality Upgradation & Product Diversification Scheme 109.03 

Miscellaneous Receipts including sale of liquid tea, sale 

of green leaves, sale of publications, interest on fixed 

deposit etc. 

392.36 

Interest on Advance 8.08 

Registration fees realized on account of DCTM, Assam, 

Dooars & Nilgiri Trade Mark & Logo Administration  

16.05 

Other Receipts 178.00 

TOTAL 8242.00 
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Human Resource Development  

Scheme 

339.64 

Orthodox Tea Production Subsidy  

Scheme 

2184.13 

Market Promotion Scheme 812.71 

National Programme for Tea  

Regulation 

200.00 

Research & Development Scheme 1901.00 

Tribal Area Sub Plan 623.50 

Total 10243.13 

 

D.     Payments - Research & Development Grants.  

                                                                                                                         (Rs. in Lakh)                            

 

 

 

 

Grant in aid to TRA /UPASI 

 

952.94 

Financial Support other than TRA/UPASI 

 

0.00 

Project Expenses (Kurseong-Integrated Tea Improvement Project ) 8.88 

Upgradation of DTR & DC 

 

41.39 

Workshop / Seminar etc. 

 

0.40 

Salary to Contractual Staff (H.O.) 

 

0.00 

QCL Siliguri Expenses 

 

67.55 

Assets Purchase 

 

1.10 

Evaluation & Monitoring 

 

0.00 

Other  payments 

 

796.02 

Total 

 

1868.28 
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E.  PAYMENTS - SUBSIDY 

                                                                                                             (Rs. in lakh) 

 

 

 

F. PAYMENTS – RESEARCH SCHEME (ASIDE) 

                                                                                                                        (Rs. in Lakh) 

Expenditure  1.54 

TOTAL 1.54 

 

 

 

G. PAYMENTS – L O A N SCHEME & TEA CENTRE 

                                                                                                                          (Rs. in lakh) 

Revolving Corpus Fund For Loan Scheme 1486.22 

SPTF                                                  2956.54 

TEA CENTRE 4.06 

TOTAL 4446.82 

 

 

TOTAL PAYMENTS ON PLAN DURING THE YEAR  2019-20 

 

= (D +E + F)     =     Rs. 10555.54 lakh 

 

 

Plantation Subsidy Scheme 3736.20 

Quality Up-gradation & product Diversification Scheme 108.97 

Human Resource Development Scheme 339.46 

Orthodox Tea Production Subsidy Scheme 2263.82 

Market Promotion Scheme 816.04 

Scheduled Caste Sub Plan 545.67 

 National Programme for Tea  

Regulation 

254.22 

Tribal Area Sub Plan 621.34 

 TOTAL 8685.72 
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CHAPTER - 4 

TEA DEVELOPMENT 

 

Introduction: 

One of the important functions of the Tea Board under the Tea Act is formulation and 

implementation of development schemes aimed at increasing tea production and productivity 

of plantations, modernization of tea processing, packaging and value addition facilities and 

encouraging co-operative efforts amongst small tea growers and also welfare measures for 

tea garden workers that are supplementary to the provisions of the Plantation Labour Act. 

Financial assistance for the above activities is extended through approved schemes   

Development Committee: 

The Development Committee comprises of the following members during the year 

under report: 

1. Dy. Chairman, Tea Board, Ex-officio Chairman of the Committee 

3. Shri Mudit Kumar, TAI 
4. Shri Nidesh Hashmukhlal Shah 
5. Dr. Ashok Kr. Saxena 
6. Shri A.E. Joseph 

Meetings of the Board/Development Committee: 

During the year under report the Board/Development Committee met on the following dates: 

Meeting Number Date of the meeting Place 

238th Meeting of the Board 3rd April, 2019 Kolkata 

239th Meeting of the Board 27th June, 2019 Kolkata 

240th Meeting of the Board 24th September, 2019 Kolkata 

241st Meeting of the Board 30th November, 2019 Kolkata 

 

1. Medium Term Framework (2017-18 to 2019-20) : 

Approval of the Government of the proposal of Tea Board as recommended by the EFC for 

continuation of the Tea Development & Promotion Scheme of the 12 th Plan during the 

Medium term Framework (2017-18 to 2019-20) was conveyed vide letter F. No. T-

17014/2/2016-Plant (A) dated 29.12.2017.  

The Tea Development & Promotion Scheme for the Medium term Framework (2017-18 to 

2019-20) was approved by the Government with an outlay Rs.394.85 crores for activities 

other than establishment expenses including the components of Plantation Development, 

Quality Up gradation & Product Diversification, Market Promotion, Human Resource 

Development, Research & Development and National Program for Tea Regulation. 

2.   Shri Vivek Goenka, ITA
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FY 2019-20 was the terminal year of the MTF Period. Fund Received and Expenditure in the 

year 2019-20under various developmental schemes is as under:  

 

Table : 1 

Fund Received and Disbursed under the PDS,QUPDS, HRD, SCSP & TASP 
components of the Tea Development and Promotion Scheme during 2019-20 

(Rs. in Crs.) 

Sl. 
no Schemes/Component Receipt  Expenditure                                    

1 

Plantation Development (PDS)- 
PDS - BG 26.26 27.12 

PDS - SGD 9.05 9.05 

Sub-Total 35.31 36.17 

2 

a)Quality up-gradation and Product 
Diversification  1.09 1.11 

b) Orthodox Tea Production   21.84 22.61 

Sub-Total 22.93 23.72 

3 Human Resource Development 3.40 4.31 

4 Scheduled Caste Sub Plan 5.42 5.42 

5 Tribal Area Sub Plan 6.24 6.23 

  Total 73.30 75.85 

 

Funds Received and Expenditure in the last 3 years under various developmental 

schemes during the MTF is as under: (Rs.in Crores) 

Table : 2 

MTF(2017-18 to 2019-20) Rs in Crores 

Scheme  

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 MTF total 

Receipt 
Expend
iture Receipt 

Expend
iture Receipt  

Expend
iture 

Recei
pt 

Expenditu
re 

PDS-BG 32.57 32.57 24.65 24.61 26.26 27.12 83.40 84.30 

PDS-
SGD 12.40 12.43 5.03 5.03 9.05 9.05 26.58 26.51 

PDS  
Sub-total 44.97 45.00 29.68 29.64 35.31 36.17 109.98 110.81 

QUPDS 6.91 6.86 3.34 3.33 1.09 1.10 11.33 11.29 

OTPS 17.57 17.62 14.68 14.66 21.84 22.61 54.06 54.89 

QUPD 
Sub-total 24.48 24.48 18.02 17.99 22.93 23.72 65.39 66.19 

HRD 4.91 5.22 2.47 2.45 3.40 4.31 10.77 11.98 

SCSP 2.68 2.64 9.19 9.19 5.42 5.42 17.35 17.25 

TASP 0.00 0.00 6.24 6.23 6.24 6.23 12.48 12.46 

Total 77.04 77.34 65.60 65.50 73.30 75.85 215.94 218.69 

 

 



 

23 

 

2. Small Grower Development Directorate:  

The small tea growers have emerged as an important sector contributing significantly to the 
country’s production of made tea. Considering growing contribution of the small grower 
sector and for increased attention for overall development of small growers, a separate 
Directorate, named Small Grower Development Directorate was set up by Tea Board during 
April 2013 and became functional with the Headquarter at Dibrugarh, Assam. During the 
year under report, there were 11 Sub-regional offices (SRO) in all the major areas where 
small growers are concentrated. 

 

Enumeration of Small Growers and issue of identity card with QR code: 

Tea Board had started the process of Identification of Small Tea Growers by issuing them an 
ID card with QR code. In order to bring in transparency to the entire supply chain of green 
leaf from small growers filed to the factories Tea Board has developed mobile App for the 
stakeholders such as Small Tea Growers, Factories (EF+BLF), Green Leaf Agents, Board’s 
Field Officers and Self-Help Groups. The mobile App on integration with the web portal for 
issuance of QR code ID card to the stakeholders shall provide real time data to Tea Board 
on quantity and quality of green leaf, price fetched for each kg of green leaf, distance 
travelled by green leaf, time taken, traceability of green leaf after production, training needs, 
weather details, advisory etc.  
 
The details of State wise enumeration of Small growers and QR card printed and issued are 

as under:  

Table : 3 

  
Total Nos of small tea Growers 

 State  Numbers  
Area (ha) 

No of QR Cards 
Printed and issued 

Kerala 8497 5567.74 3597 

Tamilnadu 45765 33284.57 22943 

Karnataka 0 0 - 

Assam 101085 105291 75785 

Nagaland 3354 22772.27 1721 

Meghalaya 644 910.35 240 

Tripura 2766 1407.28 831 

Mizoram 364 182.8 - 

Manipur 489 1382.61 - 

Arunachal Pradesh 1690 4630.5 
- 

West Bengal 37365 33711.27  
22605 Bihar 3500 3900 

Sikkim 30 8.75 - 

Himachal Pradesh 1526 710.22 272 

Uttarakhand 3150 2127.08 210 

Total 210225 215886.44 128204 
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Monitoring of Green leaf price through District Green Leaf Price Monitoring 

Committees: 

District Level Price Monitoring Committee meetings were held at different tea growing 

districts for monitoring of green leaf price.   

3. Major Events  

 

Establishing Online System for Developmental Schemes: Tea Board has taken up 
necessary initiatives to establish online system for all Developmental Schemes in order to 
provide online services to its various stakeholders under Board’s ongoing MTF scheme to 
bring transparency and speedy disposal of the work.  The Board’s QUPDS (OTPS) and HRD 
applications are already in online platform while the other schemes are in beta version trial. 
The disbursement of financial assistance to the beneficiaries is made through DBT mode. 
 
Artificial Intelligence for Fine Leaf Count: This technology has been developed through a 

collaboration between TRA and Agnext, a start-up which was incubated by IIT Kharagpur 
aimed at improving quality of tea. The machine developed through this technology would 
help in determining ‘fine leaf’ count. The objective is to improve accuracy, transparency, 
reduction in time and improvement in the quality of raw materials. One each machine has 
been installed at Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and in Assam (in progress). 
 
Chai Sahyog App:  For the benefit of small tea growers, a Mobile App “Chai Sahyog” has 

been developed by Tea Board for use of Small Tea Growers, Bought Leaf Tea Factories, 
Estate Factories, Green Leaf Carriers and for Board’s officers for ensuring better 
communication, discovery of price, traceability, training requirement, weather forecast and 
information dissemination etc. Use of this App by the stakeholders will ensure transparency 
in entire supply chain thereby ensuring remunerative prices for the Green Leaf supplied by 
the Small Tea Growers. A total of 1004 factories, 7894 small growers, and 2745 leaf 
aggregators including SHG / FPO have downloaded the app.  
 
Climate Resilient Tea :  To overcome the effects of climate change being faced by the 
small tea growers across the country, Tea Board in collaboration with the GGGI initiated a 
vulnerability assessment project for climate change adaptation for five states viz., Assam, 
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Himachal Pradesh. The GGGI is supporting Tea 
Board in assessing the vulnerability of small tea growers which will help to bring climate 
resilience to the tea sector by accessing the NAFCC of Govt of India. The total cost of the 
project is Rs.148 Crores for a period of four years from the year 2020 to 2024. The project is 
under active consideration by the concerned Department. 
 
Virtual Conference: With the development of advance technology, Tea Board started the 

virtual conferencing in offices and all the issues related to the stakeholders were undertaken 
through video conferencing (virtual conferencing). Technological support and tools were 
provided to all officers so that the functioning of the offices will not be disrupted under 
COVID-19 pandemic in spite of the lock down. 
 
Weather based crop insurance Scheme: It was decided by Tea Board to engage one 

insurance company for operationalizing the Scheme for the benefit of the small tea growers 
in the three districts at Golaghat (Assam), Jalpaiguri (West Bengal) and Nilgiris (Tamil 
Nadu). For this purpose, EOI was floated for implementation of the project  
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Factory Closure: The manufacturing unit were closed during the period of winter dormancy 

in North India (December, 2019 to February, 2020) in order to curb the production of sub-
standard teas and to improve the quality. 
 
Sector Specific Schemes based for the North East under NITI Forum for the North 
east:Tea Board has submitted its final action plan under the Sector Specific Schemes for the 

NE Region under the NITI Forum for an amount of Rs.994.00Crores before the Government 
for consideration. The activity will include the (i) Formation of Organic Value Chain (ii) Tea 
Tourism (iii) Quality enhancement (iv) Brand Building of tea and warehousing support. 
 
Agriculture Export Policy: Based on the recommendation of 2nd Inter Ministerial 

Committee on Implementation of Agriculture Export Policy, Tea Board has submitted the 
action plan for the creation infrastructure for export by cluster formation in the Districts of 
Tinsukia, Dibrugarh and Sivasagar of Assam in order to increase the share of export of tea 
from the NE region with the total proposal of Rs.52.92 Crores. The proposal includes the 
activity (i) Post - Harvest Infrastructure in Clusters (ii) Capacity Building (iii) New 
Technology/New Machinery Introduction (iv) GAP Implementation (v) Assistance for Product 
Development (vi) Assistance for Marketing (vii) Assistance for Research & Development. 
 
PMKVY-RPL Program: Tea Board has taken initiative to provide training and skill 
recognition of about 14,700 tea garden workers through National Skill Development Council 
(NSDC) under the PMKVY. The progress made in this regard is as under: 

 
Table : 4 

 

S.No 
State/Union 
Territory 

Targets 
Approved 

Candidates 
Enrolled  

Candidates 
Trained  

1.   Assam 6780 2162  

2.   Kerala 979 477  

3.   Tamil Nadu 2675 570  

4.   Tripura 363 380  

5.   West Bengal 3903 2972  

 Total 14700 6561 4971 

 

However, due to COVID-19, lockdown was imposed from 24.03,2020 across the country 

and hence Training/workshops etc. could not be undertaken after 24.03.2020. 

 

COVID -19 measures: Due to COVID-19 Pandemic and lockdown announced from 24th 

March, 2020 across the country, Tea Board has prepared and issued SOP guidelines 

considering MHA guidelines to the tea industry for compliance. 

 

4. Swatchhta Action Plan (SAP):  

As per direction of the Government, Tea Board took initiative for implementation of the 

Swatchhta Action Planin different offices of the Board and tea gardens. An amount of 

Rs.54.00 lakhs was spent towards cleaning of Board’s office premises and beautification of 

surroundings and other activities. 
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5. Closed Tea Estates: 

The key reasons for sickness / closure can be attributed to  Poor garden management 

practice, Falling quality and price realizations, Uneasy (though usually not volatile) industrial 

relations scenario, Overall lack of development perspective, Highly debt oriented funding 

strategy, Ownership disputes, Labour unrest etc., During the year under report, following tea 

gardens are reported closed :- 

Table : 5 

Updated status of closed tea gardens in the country in the FY 2019-20 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of 
the T.E. 

Area 
under Tea 

(Ha) 

State  Date of 
Closure 

No. of Workers Current 
Status 

  
Permanen

t 
Temporary 

1 Panighata 
T.E. 

460.15    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

10.10.2015 787 0 Labour 
unrest due to 
non-payment 
of workers 
dues etc.  

2 Dheklapara 
T.E 

197.00 11.03.2006 604 200 
(Approx.) 

 The estate 
was officially 
liquidated by 
the Hon’ble 
Calcutta High 
Court. The 
garden was 
put up for e-
auction by 
the Hon’ble 
Calcutta High 
Court (Official 
Liquidator) on 
11th 
May,2012, 
but no 
prospect 
buyer was 
available 

3 Bundapani 
T.E 

530.00 13.07.2013 1215 68  The State 
Govt. has 
taken 
possession of 
the land of 
the closed 
Bundapani 
T.E on 15th 
Oct,2014, on 
expiry of 
lease of land. 

4 Dharanipur 
T.E 

265.00 21.10.2013 357 450 
(Approx.) 

 The State 
Govt. has 
taken 
possession of 
the land of 
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West 
Bengal  

the closed 
Dharanipur 
T.E on 18th 
Nov,2014 

5 Redbank 
T.E 

369.00 19.10.2013 888 700 
(Approx.) 

The State 

Govt. has 

taken 

possession 

of the land of 

the closed 

Redbank 

T.E on 21st 

Nov,2014, 

on expiry of 

lease of 

land. 

6 Surendrana
gar T.E 

172.00 19.10.2013 301 150 
(Approx.) 

 The State 
Government 
has cancelled 
the Land 
Lease of 
Surendra 
Nagar T.E by 
an order 
dated 
14/11/2014 
and the Land 
has been 
taken over by 
the state 
Government 
on 
13.01.2015 

7 Madhu T.E 323.00 23.09.2014 947 0  As per un 
official  
information , 
the process 
of sale of the 
property is 
under 
process 

8 Manabarie 
T.E 

281.08 08.10.2016 452 101 Labour 
unrest due to 
non-payment 
of workers 
dues etc.  

9 Lankapara 
T.E 

758.45 16E 
Notified on 
28.01.2016 

1705 816 The garden 
was notified 
under section 
16 (E) of Tea 
Act presently 
closed.  
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10 Dooteriah  
T E 

444.92 09-06-19 1248 4  Labour 
unrest due to 
non-payment 
of workers 
dues etc. and 
mismanagem
ent 

11 Kalej Valley 
T E 

235.56 09-06-19 559 143   Labour 
unrest due to 
non-payment 
of workers 
dues etc. and 
mismanagem
ent 

12 Peshok T E 314.70 09-06-19 517 110  Labour 
unrest due to 
non-payment 
of workers 
dues etc. and 
mismanagem
ent  

13 Peermade&
Lonetree   
T.E. 

  

679.79 Kerala    

01.04.2016 

  

220 0 Labour 
unrest due to 
non 
settlement of 
labour dues 
etc. The 
Govt. of 
Kerala is in 
the process 
of reopening 
of the estate. 

14 Kottamala&
Bonami  

T.E 

677.51 23.12.2013
/ 

11.10.2014 

  

375 0 The 
company 
has got a 
stay order 
from the 
Kerala High 
Court 
prohibiting 
action 
against the 
company 
presently 
under Tea 
Act.  

15 Bonnacord 378.00 05.03.2015 220 0 

  

Estate 
Management 
has 
abandoned 
the estate 
due to 
financial 
crisis. 

 
Total 6086.16 

 
10395 2742 
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Details of physical and financial achievement under ongoing scheme 

 

COMPONENT - PLANTATION DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY (Big Growers Sector) : 

 

Table : 6 

COMPONENT - PLANTATION DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019-20 (Rs. In Lakhs) 

State Activity Replan
tation 
(ha) 

Replac
ement 
plantin
g(ha) 

Rejuve
nation 
prunin
g (ha) 

New 
planti

ng 
(ha)  

Irrigati
on (ha) 

Field 
Mecha
nisatio
n (no. 

of 
equip
ment) 

HO/Ot
her 

Admin
istrativ

e 
Expen

ses 

Total 

Assam 

Financial 
(Rs.Lakh) 1601.30 176.52 68.73 125.53 55.56 11.17 2.02 2040.83 

no. of 
beneficiary 216 20 25 21 14 6     

Physical 
(Ha.) 209.8 112.93 22.17 38.75 1287.97 117     

Tripura 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.) 4.30 0.88 0.51 0.89       6.58 

no. of 
beneficiary                 

Physical 
(Ha.)                 

Manipur 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.) 10.37             10.37 

no. of 
beneficiary 1               

Physical 
(Ha.) 4.06               

West 
Bengal 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.) 468.66 57.58 5.93 0       532.17 

no. of 
beneficiary 23 2 3           

Physical 
(Ha.) 320.82 31.91 19.12 0         

Tamil 
Nadu 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.) 42.10   9.24     0.62   51.96 

no. of 
beneficiary 6.00   1     9     

Physical 
(Ha.) 33.70   3.00     1     

Kerala 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.) 41.99         27.86   69.85 

no. of 
beneficiary 6         6     

Physical 
(Ha.) 45.18         201     
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Karnataka 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.)               0 

no. of 
beneficiary                 

Physical 
(Ha.)                 

Himachal 
Pradesh 

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.)           0.70 0.01 0.71 

no. of 
beneficiary           2     

Physical 
(Ha.)           2     

All 
India  

Financial 
(Lakh Rs.) 2168.72 234.98 84.41 126.42 55.56 40.35 2.028 2712.47 

no. of 
beneficiary 252 22 29 21 14 23 0 361 

Physical 
(Ha.) 613.56 144.84 44.29 38.75 1287.97 321 0.00   

 

COMPONENT �± QUALITY UPGRADATION AND PRODUCT DIVERSIFICATION : 

Table : 7 

COMPONENT �± QUALITY UPGRADATION AND PRODUCT DIVERSIFICATION  

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019 -20  (Rs. In Lakh)  
State Activity -

--> 
Facto

ry 
Mode
rni -

zation 
(no.) 

Value 
additio
n (no.)  

Setting 
up of 
new 

factori
es 

(no.) 

Certific
ation 
(no.) 

Incentive 
for 

Orthodox 
& Green 

tea 
(million 

kg) 

HO/Othe
r 

Administ
rative 

Expense
s 

TOTAL 

Assam  

Financial 

  100     1028.15 9.93 1138.08 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical   7     34.26     

Tripura  

Financial 

        6.49   6.49 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical         0.22     

Arunachal 
Pradesh  

Financial 

        1.35   1.35 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical         0.04     

West 
Bengal  

Financial 

        490.44   490.44 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical         16.33     

Tamil 
Nadu 

Financial 

        525.68   525.68 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical         17.52     
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Kerala 

Financial 

        199.16   199.16 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical         6.63     

Himachal 
Pradesh 

Financial 

      0.43 9.93   10.36 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical         0.33     

All India 

Financial 

0 100 0 0.43 2261.20 9.93 2371.56 (Lakh Rs.) 

Physical 0 7 0 0 75.33     
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COMPONENT –SMALL GROWERS’ DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY AND SPECIAL PACKAGES 

Table : 8 

COMPONENT –SMALL GROWERS’ DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY AND SPECIAL PACKAGES-PART - 1 

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019-20 

  
 State --------
--  Assam Tripura 

Arunachal 
Pradesh Meghalaya Nagaland Mizoram 

West 
Bengal Bihar 

C
om

po
ne

nt 

Activity 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

 

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
  

(R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

  

 
Strengthenin
g of field 

office 50.89 20 1.52 2 0.15 1 0.44 1     0.72 1 16.91 75 0.58 1 

S
G

D
 

Workshop & 
Training 
Programmes

-  4.47 

8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

5.01 

48 

0.10 

1 

385           570 30 

New 
planting(ha) 

269.33 

107.2 

0.91 

0 

  

  

0.29 

0.30 

43.07 

27.15 

  

  

  

  

  

  

327 7   1.00 16       

Replanting 
(ha) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                

Rejuvenation 
pruning (ha) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                

Irrigation(ha) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                

Field 

Mechanizatio
n ( no. of 
equipments) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                

Assistance  
to SHGs -  
(no. of 
SHGs) 12.15 

2 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

83               

Organic 
Conversion ( 

no. of cases 
and Area) 0.50 

1 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1               

Organic 
Certification ( 
no. of cases 
and Area) 0.08 

1 

1.33 

3.50 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1 2             

S
P

N
E

 Nursery (no. 
of 
beneficiaries
) 

 

                              

S
P

I 

Uprooting  & 

Replanting 
(no. and ha.)  

                              

 
                              

Assistance  
to SHGs -  
(no. of 

SHGs,  no. 
of  
beneficiary) 
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S
K

R
P

 

Nursery (no. 
of 
beneficiaries
) 

 

                              

Field 
Mechanizatio
n ( no. of 

beneficiaries
) 

 
                              

Assistance  
to SHGs -   

 

                              

 
                              

Setting up 
new Mini 

Tea Factory 
by FPO / 
FPC  

 

                              

 
                              

Others( 
Traceability / 
News letter) 39.96                               

  TOTAL    377.38 797 3.76 9 0.15 0 0.73 1 43.07 16 0.72 0 21.92 570 0.68 30 

 

 

Table : 9 

COMPONENT –SMALL GROWERS’ DEVELOPMENT SCHEME AND SPECIAL PACKAGES PART-2 

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019-20  

  State ----------- Tamil Nadu Kerala Karnataka 
Himachal 
Pradesh Uttarakhand All India Total 

C
om

po
ne

nt 

Activity 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h) 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

  

 
Strengthening of field 
office 3.78           0.19 1 1.79 12 76.97 NA 

S
G

D
 

Workshop & Training 
Programmes - no. of 
workshops/ 
participants 

   

  

  

  

  

  

0.05 

1 

0.40 

20 

10.03 

78.00 

      30 240 1255 
New planting(ha) 

5.80 

9.12 

30.1 

33.30 

  

  

  

  

  

  

349.50 

177.10 

22 54       427 
Replanting (ha) 

16.08 

15.86 

2.18 

1.37 

  

  

  

  

  

  

18.26 

17.23 

32 3       35 
Rejuvenation pruning 

(ha) 

236.46 

811.01 

80.93 

283.65 

  

  

  

  

  

  

317.39 

1094.66 

1398 395       1793 
Irrigation(ha) 

9.71 

17.90 

6.86 

3.56 

  

  

  

  

  

  

16.57 

21.46 

16 7       23 

Field Mechanization ( 
no. of equipments)   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

0.00 

0.00 

          0 

Assistance  to SHGs -  
(no. of SHGs)   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

12.15 

2.00 

          83 
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Organic Conversion    

( no. of cases and 
Area)   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

0.50 

1.00 

          1 

Organic Certification ( 
no. of cases and 
Area)   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1.41 

4.50 

          3 

S
P

N
E

 

Nursery (no. of 

beneficiaries)                     0.00 0.00 

S
P

I 

Uprooting  & 
Replanting (no. and 
ha.) 

    6.7 2             

6.7 

2 

    7             7 

Assistance  to SHGs -  
(no. of SHGs,  no. of  

beneficiaries) 

    
  

              

0 

0 

                  0 

S
K

R
P

 

Nursery (no. of 
beneficiaries)                     0.00 0.00 

Field Mechanization ( 
no. of beneficiaries)             2.6 7     2.60 7 

Assistance  to SHGs -  
(no. of SHGs,  no. of  

beneficiaries) 

            
35.61 

20     

35.61 

20 

            358     358 

Setting up new Mini 
Tea Factory by FPO / 
FPC  

            
17.04 

3     

17.04 

3 

            34     34 
Others( Traceability / 
News letter)                     39.96 NA 

  TOTAL 271.83 1468 126.77 466 0 0 55.49 429 2.19 240 904.69 4026.00 

 

Table : 10 

 

COMPONENT – SCHEDULE CASTE SUB PLAN 
 

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019-20 
 

  Assam Tripura Tamil Nadu Kerala 

Himachal 

Uttarakhand West Bengal Bihar    Total Pradesh 

A
ct

iv
ity

 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h)
 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

F
in

an
ci

al
 (

R
s.

 L
ak

h) 

P
hy

si
ca

l 

Repla
nting 

(ha) 

            3.23                   3.23 

  

        

  

  

     2   

                0 2 
Rejuve
nation 

prunin
g (ha.) 

        

7.8 
6.9

3 2.18 1.01 

                

9.98 7.94 

          56   14.00                   70 

Irrigati

on(ha)  

        0.36 1.30                     0.36 1.3 

          2.00                       2 

Field 
Mecha

nizatio 28.32 

  

0.94 

          

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

29.26 

0 

108 2                 110 
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n    
( no.) 
 

Assist
ance  
to 
SHGs 

-  (no. 
of 
SHGs,  
no. of  

Small 
Growe
rs of 
SHGs) 5.31 

5 

  

  

3.28 

3 

  

  

37.91 

4 

45.30 

11 

 32.58 

6 

  

  

124.38 

29 

5   52   131 172  756   1116 
Assist
ance  
to 
FPOs 

-  (no. 
of 
FPOs,  
no. of  

Small 
Growe
rs of 
FPO )   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

33 

1 

  

  

5.94 

2     

38.94 

3 

        45   94     139 
Setting 
up 
new 
Big 

Tea 
Factor
y by 
FPO / 

FPC 
(No.) 

                        

168.2 

2     168.23 2 

                        406     0 406 
Works
hop/ 

Trainin
g 
Progra
mme 

(no. of 
progra
mmes 
and 

no. of 
partici
pants) 

36.86 88 0.54 5 13.09       1.6 1     23.58 81 

0.05 

1 

75.72 

176 

  3797   210   106       8       2542 30 6693 
Study 
Tours 
( no. of 
Tours 

and 
no. of 
partici
pants)   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

0 

0 

                0 
Assist
ance 
to 
individ

ual 
STST
Gs for 
Inputs, 

LCV 
etc.(N
o.)   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

0 

0 

                0 
Educat

ion 
Stipen
d(no)         48.79 292 21.07 81         19.81 144     89.67 517 



 

36 

 

Nehru 
Award 
(no)         1.5 17 0.44 5         0.10 1     2.04 23 
Book 
& 
unifor
m 

grant 
(No.)             0.56 14                 0.56 14 
Other 
Admini

strativ
e 
Expen
ses/ 

Miscell
aneou
s 
Expen

diture                 0.01               0.01 0 

TOTAL 70.49  3910 1.48 212 74.82 525 27.48 114 72.52 184 45.30 172 250.24 3943 .05 30 542.38 9092 

 

Table : 11 

COMPONENT – Tribal Area Sub Plan Part -1 

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019-20  (NER) 

  Assam Tripura 
Arunachal 
Pradesh Nagaland Meghalaya Mizoram 

Activity 

F
in

a
n
c
ia

l 
 

(R
s
. 
L
a
k
h
) 

P
h
y
s
ic

a
l 

F
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n
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l 
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s
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h
) 
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s
ic
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l 
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l 
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s
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h
) 

P
h
y
s
ic

a
l 

F
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a
n
c
ia

l 
 

(R
s
. 
L
a
k
h
) 

P
h
y
s
ic

a
l 

F
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Assistance to 
individualfor Inputs, 
LCV etc.   

  

  

          

  

  

  

  

                

Education Stipend(no)                         

Nehru Award (no)                         

Other Administrative 
Expenses                         

TOTAL 266.30 6397 14.59 283 0.50 61 230.13 471 0.40 230 0.25 150 

 

 

Table : 12 

COMPONENT – Tribal Area Sub Plan - Part 2 

State-wise Financial Disbursement and Physical Achievement during 2019-20 (ONER) 
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Education 
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Other Administrative 
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TOTAL 29.39 337 0.44 1 7.99 60 0.00 0 73.16 671 623.15 8661 
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Table : 13 

 

Details of SHGs and FPOs formed during the year under report : 

 

New SHGs and FPOs formed during 2019-20 

Sl. 
No. 

Zonal Office 

SHGs FPOs 

No. of SHGs 
formed 

no. of beneficiaries 
No. of FPOs 

formed 
no. of 

beneficiaries 

1 North East 17 329 8 267 

2 West Bengal 1 146 2 94 

3 South India 0 0 1 56 

  Total 18 475 11 417 

 

 

Table : 14 

Physical Target Vs Achievement for the F.Y. 2019-20 

 Component Activities Target  
2019-20 

Achievement 
2019-20 

Percentage 

PDS- Big 
Growers 

Replanting and Replacement Planting (ha) 2600 758.4 29.17 

Rejuvenation pruning (ha.) 250 44.29 17.72 

Irrigation (ha.) 9000 1287.97 14.31 

Field Mechanization (No.) 50 321 642.00 

PDS- Small 
Growers 

Replanting/replacement planting(ha) 15 19.23 128.20 

Rejuvenation pruning (ha) 150 1116.10 744.07 

Creation of irrigation facilities(ha) 150 22.76 15.17 

Field Mechanization (no) 25 197 788.00 

Training/workshop/seminar (nos. of benef.) 300 1255 418.33 

QUPD 

Value Addition (units) 5 7 140.00 

Specialty Tea Units (units) 2 0 0 

Quality certification (units) 100 0 0 

Orthodox Production Subsidy (M Kg) 90 75.33 83.70 

HRD 

Assistance to disabled persons dependent on 
tea garden workers/ Special cases of heart 

and cancer patients (No) 60 1 1.67 

Educational stipend, Uniform/ Book grant etc 
/Nehru Award (No.) 12400 3360 27.10 

Assistance for organizing Bharat Scouts 
Guides activities (No. of beneficiaries) 400 85 21.25 

Vocational Training for workers in acquiring 
new skills (No. of Batches) 4 2 50.00 
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CHAPTER - 5 

RESEARCH 

According to Tea Act, Tea Board India as a regulatory body for tea industry has been 

providing fund for R & D activities and facilitate tea research in the country in order to 

increase tea production and improve quality on a continuous basis.  

The Research Directorate of Tea Board co-ordinates tea research in the country mainly 

through three tea research institutes (TRA for North-East India, UPASI for South India and 

DTR&DC for Darjeeling Tea Industry). In addition to this, there are some research projects 

funded by Tea Board for various institutes including Tea Research Institutes (TRIs) from 

time to time. 

The R&D fund disbursed and utilised by Tea Research Institutes (TRIs) during the financial 

year are as follows: 

TRA            –   49%   -      Rs.   144350000.00 

                         31%   -      Rs.       5550000.00 

UPASI         -  49%    -     Rs.     14478530.00 

DTR&DC   –                     Rs.     62,13,172.00 

QCL           -                     Rs.     74,37,945.00 

Research Progress and Achievements: During the year under report considerable 

progress has been made and salient achievements are summarised as hereunder- 

a. TRA : 

 

 Release of new clones TV34 & TV35 (2019) 

 Development of Speciality Tea : High Anthocyanin rich clone (St. 817) and 

promising green tea clones (DH5 & DH6) identified. (2019). 

 Integrated Nutrient Management recommended (2019). 

 Recommendation on Mechanized tea plucking (2019). 

 Tea Processing technology developed for yellow tea (2019) 

 Development of diversified products: Black and Green Tea Concentrates (2019), 

and Tea Premix (2019). 

 Chemical profiling of Tea seed oil indicated its scope of diversification in 2019. 

 Published Status Paper on Mechanized Harvesting of Tea-Past and Present work 

of TRA (2019). 

 Published Tea Tasting Manual (2019). 

 Use of methanol as alternative clean fuel in tea factories (2019).  

 Introduced TRAg Next Fine Leaf counter (2019). 

 Published 39 research papers (24 in peer reviewed journals) in 2019.  

 Tissue culture technique from explants standardized.  

 Organized 35th Tocklai Conference. 

 Data generated for fixing realistic FSSAI MRLs in tea. 
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 Tea flower based tea blends developed for value addition in 2019. 

 Under Mission Assam Quality, 103 field workshops in 57 blocks of Assam were 

held with 8601 small growers. 

 

(a) UPASI : 

 

 Designed a new ultra high density (UHD) modified planting style following a 

spacing of 130 X 50 X 50 X 50 cm to suit for mechanical harvesting in south 

India 

 Modification of vegetative propagation technique using binodal cuttings to 

develop young tea plants with more number of branches suitable for 

mechanical harvesting 

 Biodegradable paper pots were identified for raising nursery plants instead of 

polythene nursery sleeves 

 Identified a selection rich in anthocyanin content  

 Developed four F1 progenies high in polyphenols (more than 30 %) 

 Developed two F1 progenies high in amino acids (more than 2.0%)  

 Developed eight F1 progenies high in Catechin content (more than 19 %).   

 Developed five droughts tolerant F1 progenies that were drought tolerant 

 Metsulfuron methyl - a sulfonylurea herbicide was tested for the control of the 

problematic deep rooted weed species Clidemia hirta 

 Identified Calciprill as an alternative source to dolomitic lime 

 Samartha a mixture of humic acid, amino acid, seaweed extracts and 

triacontanol was evaluated and dose was fixed for crop improvement 

 Potassium Schoenite fertilizer which contains potassium (23% K2O), 

magnesium (11% MgO and Sulphur (15%) in a water soluble form was 

evaluated as an alternative potassium source to MOP  

 Evaluated Gainexa an ortho silicic acid formulation containing 0.6 per cent of 

silicon along with other nutrients like N, K, Zn, B and Mo in small proportions 

to study whether it increases the translocation and assimilation of other micro 

and macronutrients by the tea plants  

 New molecules such as cyantraniliprole, chlorantraniliprole, flonicamid, 

afidopyropen, spinosad, tolfenpyrad were evaluated against tea mosquito bug 

in order to widen the insecticides for pest control 

 Tested new molecules such as Stenomyte (microbial product) and Vimstar 

(Bio-product) for their bio- efficacy against red spider mites 

 Evaluated Emamectin benzoate 5% + Lufenuron 40% WG against tea thrips 

 New attractants for monitoring and mass trapping of the thrips, Scirtothrips 

dorsalis have been identified and successfully field tested. Addition of 

attractants to yellow sticky traps significantly increased the trap catches. 

Adults of S. dorsalis were highly responsive towards ethyl nicotinate followed 

by p-anisaldehyde   

 Identified that spraying of B. subtilis over the bush branches and trunk 

reduced the Shoot hole borer population by 68%. 
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 Standardized the mass culture of Reduviids such as Sycanus collaris and 

Rhynocoris marginatus, Green lacewing, Crysoperla carnea and Anthocorid, 

Blaptostethus pallescens in the laboratory for tea mosquito bug control 

 Organic formulations Fungicure and Wood Vinegar were tested for the control 

of blister and grey blight pathogens  

 Identified strains like P. putida, P. fluorescens and B. amylolique faciens as 

potential microbes for degrading the commonly used agrochemicals 

(pesticides, fungicides and herbicides) in tea plantations  

 A simple and efficient multi residue method was developed using QuEChERS 

kit and GC Electron Capture Detector for Fenvalerate, Deltamethrin, 

Bifenthrin, Fenpropathrin and Beta cyfluthrin  

 

(b) DTR&DC and QCL : 

 

DTR&DC : 

 In the experiment on manipulation of manufacturing of Darjeeling tea at DTRDC, the 
clone T135 has got the highest thearubigins % (11.14) and the rest like Av2, T78, 
P312, TS378, T135, B668, SP/4/5, Athrey, B/6/61, TtV1, T253, BS1A/76, B777, 
K1/1, & MB6 has got low % thearubigins (6 to 7%). The total brightness is also less in 
the above mentioned clones. Total liquor colour is also less in clones BS/1A/76, 
B777 and K1/1. Total polyphenols in the without rolled samples are also found in the 
range of 18 to 19%. TP value (2 to 3 %) is less than the rolled samples. The highly 
polymerized substances are found in T253, and T135 (3.03 & 3.68), the rest of the 
samples has got 1.70% to 2.68% in the without rolled samples. The clone T253 has 
got the excellent and prominent flavour in without rolled samples among TtV1, B668, 
T253, B777, and MB6. Likewise rolled samples P312 showed excellent and 
prominent flavour among T78. T383, TS378, T135, AV2 and China jat manufactured 
by rolling, similarly China jat showed the excellent and prominent flavour among the 
clones mentioned above manufactured by 62 hrs natural withering. 

 Planters’ Committee meeting of DTRDC was organized on 4 th July, at Kurseong for 
review of ongoing research work of DTRDC. Progress of present work and 
suggestions of planters on the need of Darjeeling tea industry were noted. 

 Interaction of Tea pathogens with Trichoderma atroviride: Antagonism between 
Fusarium solani and Trichoderma atroviride experiment has been placed and the 

result of antagonism is in progress. 

 Microbial control of Blister blight pathogens: Crude metabolites of ten different 
phylloplane fungi were tested against blister blight pathogen in vitro by spore fall 
method. Spore germination varied depending on the fungus. Further works are in 
progress. 

 A strain of Grey blight fungus Pestalotiopsis theae and a strain of Colletotrichum 
cameliae was isolated from tea and preserved by DTRDC. 

 Tea Genome sequencing project: DUS characterization, measurement of plant 
height, number of leaf, leaf area, blister blight assessment, Fermentability test of F1 
population (TS569) was done. Where increased plant height and more leaf area were 
found in plants having AV2 as female parent. In case of blister blight susceptibility 
also plants having AV2 as female parent was found more susceptible towards the 
disease compare to plants having T78 as female parent. Wax content of F1 
population when measured found in higher amount in plant having T78 as mother 
plant in comparison with plants having AV2 as mother plant. 
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SOIL DEPARTMENT: 
 

(i). Project Title:Isolation of potash solubilizing microorganisms from tea soil of Darjeeling 

and evaluation of their potash solubilization efficiency towards development of potash 
biofertilizer formulation (Two-year project 2019-20 and 2020-21) 
 
The changing scenario of environmental and health consciousness, instead of synthetic 
sources of nutrients keeps on the edge and biological products are being major concern for 
organic production. The development of potassium (K) solubilizing biofertilizer is a step 
forward to overcome the problem of potassium supplement under organic cultivation of tea. 
We have visited almost valley of Darjeeling to collect the rhizospheric soil samples. From 
those samples about 51 microbes were isolated on Aleksandrow media. Morphological and 
biochemical properties of isolated microbes have been tested for characterization. The 
efficient microbes were isolated and tested for their efficiency, out of them only 30 microbes 
were observed more efficient for K solubilization. For molecular identification only 5 samples 
were sent to MTCC, Chandigarh and four identified strains have received yet, which will be 
used for further development of K solubilizing consortium under pot experiment. 
 
(ii). Project title:Development of Microbial Inoculants to Improve Growth and  
      Productivity of Darjeeling and Assam Tea. 
 
Plant harbours potential micro-biomes which play a vital role in nutrient cycling, enhancing 
soil fertility, maintaining plant health and productivity in their rhizosphere, phyllosphere and 
endosphere. In this study we focused on the plant micro-biomes of tea plantation, their 
functions, and possible biotechnological applications for increasing crop production in a 
sustainable manner. Samples of rhizospheric soil, leaf samples were collected from different 
Tea Estate of Darjeeling, Assam and small tea plantation area. About 66 microbes were 
isolated at QCL as dominant microbes in rhizospheric zone to identify the microbial 
communities associated with tea of Darjeeling. All the strains were sent to NCCS Pune for 
molecular identification. Total community DNA was extracted from bulk soil, rhizosphere soil 
and root samples. DNA concentration in roots, rhizospheric and non-rhizospheric soil 
collected from Darjeeling Hills is in progress at NCCS, Pune. For DNA extraction from roots, 
pre-sterilised root samples (using 20% sodium hypochlorite) were crushed in liquid nitrogen 
using sterile pestle. The concentration of resulting DNA was measured using Nanodrop-
1000, (Thermo Scientific, USA). Morphological structure of tea plants were also observed of 
feeble and healthy plants. One training programme of small tea growers was organised at 
Pokharibong, Darjeeling on outcome of the project and benefit to tea production. 
 
(iii). Soil Analytical Services: 
 

836 soil samples reciept from Tea Gardens were analyzed for Organic Carbon, pH, available 
Nitrogen, Potash and sulphur content and analytical reports have been sent to the 
concerned gardens with the recommendations whereever required. 

 
Quality Control Laboratory: 

 

 Quality Control Laboratory (QCL) of Tea Board at Siliguri which is a NABL Accredited 

Laboratory has been recognized /enlisted in August, 2019 and notified (Gazette 

Notification SO No. 2842 (E) dated 6th August, 2019) by Food Safety and Standard 

Authority of India (FSSAI) under Section 43 (1) of FSS Act, 2006.  
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 QCL, Siliguri has got grant of NABL accreditation on 30.11.2019 in accordance with 

ISO/IEC 17025:2005 in the discipline of Chemical testing as per the enhanced scope 

for another 36 pesticides and heavy metals. 

 Total number of commercial samples tested for FSSAI biochemical parameters are 344. 

 Total number of samples tested for quality parameters/non FSSAI parameters are 191. 

 Total number of commercial samples tested for pesticide residue are 341. 

 Total number of commercial samples tested for heavy metal are 310. 

 Total number of commercial samples tested for microbiological parameters are 134. 

 Total number of commercial samples tested for soil analysis are 441 

 Total amount of revenue generated is Rs 24,52,919.84/- 

 Conduct one Inter Laboratory comparison (ILC) programme on pesticide residue, heavy 
metal and FSSAI parameters in tea matrix as a nodal laboratory. 

 Participated in Aashvi Proficiency program for chemical parameters viz. loss of mass 
@103±2°C, Total Ash, Water Extract and Copper. 

 Participated in UKAS Proficiency program for pesticide residue in tea matrix viz. 
Bifenthrin,Chlorpyrifos, Cyhalothrin- lamda, Cypermethrin, DDT, Deltamethrin, Dicofol, 
Ethion, HCH-gamma & Quinalphos. 

 Participated in UKAS Proficiency program for heavy metal in tea matrix viz. Total 
Arsenic, Cadmium, Mercury & Lead 

 

Ongoing Research Projects – Progress and Achievements 

a. TRA 

(i). Project Title: Approaches on enhancing quality of tea and capacity of existing tea 

processing machines 

Modification of Rolling Tables for Plains; Under the objective no. 2, “Study on 

table design to suit requirements for orthodox teas in plains”, a study was conducted 

on the types and designs of rollers presently being used in various gardens. This 

included Single Action and Double Action Rolling Tables, Hood and Table moving 

Rolling tables, Single Action Modified Rolling Tables (SAMRT), Rolling Tables with 

various designs of battens etc. Chinese and Taiwanese types Rolling Tables were 

also studied. After analyzing the leaf rolling techniques involved in the above variety 

of rollers and taking into consideration the texture of leaf in the plains of North East 

India, withering percentage and a few others physical parameters, a series of 

implements were designed for retro-fitting into a conventional Rolling Table. 

Since the effects of the designed implements were expected to improve the 

performance of the roller it was decided to incorporate the implements in a miniature 

Rolling Table and compare with a similar conventional Rolling Table. 

Accordingly, a Modified Miniature Rolling Table (MMRT) was designed 

incorporating the implements for retro-fitting into a conventional Rolling Table, and 

order placed with a suitable vendor for fabrication. The MMRT was fabricated and 

installed at Tocklai along with a conventional Rolling Table of same size & capacity. 

Several teething problems were faced during trials with the MMRT. Major rework had 

to be carried out by the fabricator to align the pressure cap, which had a unique 

inverted cone fitted on it, the three crank shafts and the grear box. The machine was 

mechanically corrected towards the end of the year 2019. During the period the leaf 

being of harder texture and very coarse, the preliminary trials with the MMRT did not  
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produce desired results. Trials have been planned in 2020 to compare the results 

and make further changes in the design of the implements or proceed with patenting 

the machine. 

          Effect of Ambient Humidification in CTC and CFM Room  

A micro-misting type humidification system was installed in the CTC and CFM room 

at the MTF to effectively humidify the complete environment of CTC and fermentation 

process. The Humidification system works on the basis of “Flash Evaporation” 

technique. Total 35 nozzles were fitted to deliver miniscule water droplets into the 

CTC & CFM room. The nozzles were connected through a high pressure pump. The 

micro water droplets absorbs the latent heat from the ambient and evaporates 

instantly which results into a temperature drop closer to Wet Bulb temperature along 

with maintaining a uniform humidity level. To enhance the rate of evaporation, seven 

fans were fitted in the room at a height of 15 feet (approximately) above the floor 

level and the nozzles are mounted on the casing of the fans such that the micro mist 

and air is delivered co-axially.  

It was possible to achieve a humidity of 95.9% & 91.8% inside the room when 

ambient humidity was 74.40% & 71.9%, respectively. The appearance of the Tea on 

CFM bed was extremely bright.  

Results of Biochemical analyses showed no significant difference in improvement 

of %TF and %Brightness of experimental samples over conventional. No significant 

variation was also observed in organoleptic scores except, that a stronger cup from 

the treated samples were reported by the Taster. 

(ii). Title of the project:  Development of machines for tea harvesting and 

mechanisation of cultural operations in tea. 

1.  Mechanisation in tea harvesting operation (Plucking) 

 Cumulative data on yield of Assam type tea at the end of the season 2019, 

revealed that use of two men operated harvester found at par with manual 

plucking, while other two plucking aids i.e., hand held Shear and one man 

operated motorised harvester recorded a significant reduction in yield compared 

to traditional hand plucking.   

 Use of motorized harvester in October-November found detrimental on yield with 

noted reduction of 28 per cent and 24 per cent in one man and two men operated 

harvesters over traditional hand plucking, respectively. However, among the 

plucking aids used in October, no loss in yield was observed under shear 

harvesting. 

2. Mechanisation in weed management in Tea 

 Field trial conducted in Borbhetta experimental tea estate, TRA indicated that 

brush cutter (STIHL make, Single cylinder two-stroke engine, Model: FS 250) 

brought about 100 % control of weeds at 14 Days after application (DAA) 

irrespective of weed species. Thereafter, gradual increase in re-growth of weed 
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was observed. However, brush cutter recorded higher weed control efficiency (%) 

even up to 56 DAA than traditional sickling operation. 

 Weed control efficiency (%) was noted more in broad leaf weeds compared to 

grassy weeds. 

 Among the grassy weeds, Eleusine indica (L) Gaertn. (Goose grass) remained 

unaffected after use of brush cutter. 

(iii). Project Title: “Development of new clones through integration of conventional 

and non-conventional methods of breeding for productivity, quality and stress 

tolerance”. Project is granted for four years during 2016- 2020. Some research 

activities under the project have been highlighted below as project achievement. 

 

 Presently Eight long term trials in Research plot of NBRRDC, Nagrakata and Six long 

term trials are under continuation in different tea estates. Crop record, organoleptic 

testing, biochemical and physiological analysis are under continuation. 

 Two new long term trials are established at two commercial tea estates with 

improved seeds collected from different tea estates and biclonal combinations of 

NBRRDC, Nagrakata.  

 In 2019, 17 biclonal combinations present in NBRRDC, Nagrakata produced seeds 

out of which Darjeeling combinations sent to CPS, Darjeeling for nursery trial and 

future evaluation. Seeds of five Biclonal combinations sent to Atiabari Tea Estate and 

seven Biclonal combination seeds sent to Jiti Tea Estate for nursery trial and further 

evaluation in different agro-climatic condition. 

 In project duration 4 new tea estates was approached for clonal selection scheme 

and In situ Seed Production continued in 11 different tea estates.  

 During project 14 Nagrakata tea clones were assessed through 20 EST-SSR 

primers. Out of 20 primers 9 showed polymorphism. Six clones showed probability of 

having drought tolerance and six clones showed probability of having quality 

attributes, out of which five clones placed near to the drought tolerant clusture. 

 

(iv). Under the XIIth Plan - Tea Board have funded tea improvement project as titled 

“Development of new clones through integration of conventional and non-

conventional methods of breeding for productivity, quality and stress tolerance”. 

Project is granted for four year during 2016- 2020. Some research activities under the 

project have been highlighted below as project achievement.  

 

 In the 34th Tocklai Conference, 2019, Provisional release of two clones naming as 

TV34 and TV 35. Large demands have been received from the various tea 

estates. Till date, 16 tea estate of Assam have received the clonal cuttings of 

these two new clones. About 50 bushes had grafted by TV34 clones for fulfil the 

demand of tea industry. 

 Presently, 6 trials have been established under this project in the form of Long 

term trial, yield data, biochemical analysis, organoleptic test are continuing in the 

project. In coming year, few new trial will be established with the hand pollinated 

crossed material of the year of 2018 and 2019.  
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 Under XIIth Plan project objectives, total 26 combinations were crossed in the 

years of 2015, 2016 and 2018 consecutively, attempted 1523 crosses through 

hand pollination and received 177 healthy plants. 02 good planting materials 

have been identified and marked it at first FFP stage. Further evaluation is in 

progress. About 2-3 good planting material have selected from all the crossed 

materials. Similarly, from micro seed barie, we wish to get 2-3 good planting 

materials. 

 02 Long Term Trials are going on different Commercial Tea estates.  

 In situ Seed Production: A new trial was established in Tocklai-Barbhetta t. e. 

area with the improved seeds of Sundarpur, Dufflating, Cinnamara & Borbhetta 

seeds and another three biclonal seed stocks. Data recording is in progress. 

 Approached 02 gardens of the N.E India for clonal selection program in the 

current year. Some sections of the garden are found suitable for clonal selection 

work. Work is in progress. 

 Screenings of germplasm is continued at Tocklai, New Botanical Area. 03 

germplasm have been found phenotypically and physiologically suitable as 

promising planting materials. Evaluations of those germplasm (Bio-chemical, 

organoleptic, Physiological, Anatomical and Entomological) are under progress. 

(b). UPASI 

(i). Title of the Project:  Development of new tea clones through integration of conventional 
and non-conventional methods of breeding for productivity, quality and stress tolerance. 
 

 To identify the differential expressed genes between the susceptible and resistant 
clones of three different traits (drought, disease resistance and quality) de 
novotranscriptome analysis has been done forUPASI-2 (drought tolerant), UPASI-3 

(drought susceptible); SA-6, SMP-1 (disease resistant), TES-34 (disease 
susceptible), and ATK-1 (low quality), TRF-4 and CR-6017 (high quality). 

 The difference in expression levels of genes induced during drought, disease 
infestation and quality attributes have been separated from the commonly expressed 
genes, where the analysis matching with ~161organisms and the maximum number 
of transcripts showed hit with Actinidia chinensis (Kiwi fruit). 

 Functional annotation has shown that drought tolerance clones differentially 
expressed genes encoding; peroxidase, kiwellin protein, cysteine rich receptor 
kinase, copia protein, L-type lectin receptor kinase,NB-ARC domain-containing 
disease resistance protein and extracellular ligand binding receptor; in quality clones: 
lectin receptor kinases (LecRK), Terpene cyclase, Expansin-A8-like protein, 
uncharacterised protein possesshydrolase activity, peroxidase and 50S ribosomal 
protein L31, chalcone isomerase and trehalose 6 phosphate synthase; and by 
disease resistance clones: Glutathione S-transferase, NB-ARC domain-containing 
disease resistance protein, Leucine-rich repeat containing protein, peroxidase, 
Putative methionine--tRNA ligase, Disease resistance family protein / LRR family 
protein putative, Major facilitator superfamily protein isoform 1, Terpene synthase, 
Serine/threonine-protein kinase, rRNA N-glycosidase, Sulfotransferaseand O-
methyltransferase were identified as differentially expressed during through 
functional annotation studies 

 Annotation of transcription factor arranged (based on the organism and transcription 
factor domain family) for the UPASI-2, UPASI-3, CR-6017, TRF-4, ATK-1, SA-6, 
SMP-1 & TES-34 in order to understand the dominating transcription factors related 
to the respective trait. 
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 Based on the geneontology, the gene functions were classified into amolecular 
function, cellular component and biological function. 

 To ascertain trait specific expression parental clones under soil moisture stress, the 
transcriptomics analyses revealed that there were 1,28,323 SSR marker sequences 
in the UPASI-2 & UPASI-3 clones, among them 2,000 SSR regions were associated 
with drought mechanism; out of 2,300 regions in 1,77,703 SSR marker sequences 
were related quality trait assessed in ATK-1, CR 6017 & TRF-4  clones; and totally 
1,86,730 SSR sequences assessed in SMP-1, SA-6 and TES-34 clones, 64,096 SSR 
regions were related to disease resistance pathway. 

 Seven differently expressed genes related to drought, quality and disease resistance 
were selected based on statistical and biological functions for q-PCR validation 
analysis. q-PCR validation of commonly expressed genes, protein ycf2, 
phenylalanine ammonia lyase, Tol-B protein related isoform-1, Anthocyanin 5 
aromatic acyltransferase, aquaporin protein 23, pectin esterase, Beta amylase in 
UPASI-2, UPASI-3, ATK-1, CR-6017,TRF-4, SMP-1, SA-6 and TES-34 clones. All 
the genes showed optimal Ct values with single melt curve and desire product size 
on Agarose gel. 

 High degree of matching was obtained between the of fold change expression of 
up/down regulation of NGS data and q-PCR data. Hence the validation of 
transcriptomic data was performed. 
 

(ii). Title of the Project: Development of machines for tea harvesting and 

mechanization of cultural operations. 

 

 Due to the cutting action of the blades, the maintenance foliage on the plucking 

surface is also cut leading to reduction in the depth of maintenance foliage. In 

continuous shear harvesting and machine harvesting schedule due to repeated 

action of the blades maintenance foliage is damaged leading to reduction in the 

depth. 

 Such a practice ensures that the rows are harvested to the correct level without 

damaging the maintenance foliage. For the convenience of collecting the harvested 

leaf from the field to the truck, each row is maintained at 60 m length on an average. 

 Only fans are installed for every 60 to 100 m on posts in order to protect the tea 

plants from frost. Whereas in south India, shade trees are recommended to provide 

filtered shade to the tea plants. 

 Under south Indian condition, on an average the single man operated harvester can 

cover about 0.2 to 0.3 ha in a day with a harvesting potential of 450 to 500 kg of 

green leaf/machine in a day. The two men operated harvester can cover about 0.5 to 

0.7 ha in a day with a harvesting potential of 1000 to 1200 kg of green leaf/machine 

in a day. 

 foliar application of N,P,K and Manganese, Magnesium, Boron, Zinc sulphate along 

with Giberrelic acid minimize the adverse impacts of continuous mechanical 

harvesting. The schedule on foliar application of macro and micro nutrients 

application can be followed to overcome the adverse impacts of mechanical 

harvesting.  

 In south India experimental results revealed that for the clones belonging to Camellia 

assamica R8GA1 can skiff easily up to a height of 70 cm to 80 cm and can cover 

3500 bushes in a day. 
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 Due to the adjustable width, Rideon machine can be operated in any existing south 

Indian plantation with a maximum slope of 15% and with a spacing of 120 X 60 X 60 

X 60 cm or 135 X 75 X 75 X 75 cm. Since the Rideon harvesters can harvest up to 

93 cm, pruning height has to be reduced to a maximum of 55 to 60 cm and at the end 

of two years when the bushes exceed 93 cm in height, skiffing will be required to 

reduce the canopy height. 

 

(C). Darjeeling Tea Research & Development Centre (DTRDC)  

(i). Project Title: Integration of conventional and non-conventional methods of 

breeding for development of new clones for productivity, quality and stress tolerance. 

 After establishment of long term trial plot at Castleton, DTR&DC and Rohini Tea 

Estate and based on morphological observation, organoleptic and bio-chemical 

evaluation 15 numbers of test clones observed prominent when compared with 

controls. Results on yield indicate that clone C-114, C- 104, C-99 and C-100 were 

more superior than both control namely AV-2 and P-312. Morphological observations 

such as the branching habit, characters of shoots and leaf characters were carried 

out in the all accessions including controls following the descriptors of tea. Among 

the above accessions C-104 and C-114 have dense pubescence on the leading bud 

i.e. tip and under surface of the leaf, which is an important morphological marker for 

quality especially in orthodox tea for which Darjeeling is well- known.  

 The flavour is the inherent properties of tea bushes and can be retained in infusion 

by the expert manufacturer. The quality of tea can also be measured by the presence 

of colour, strength, briskness and flavour. The teas with higher points on flavor and 

infusion have useful character as well as a good nose. The results of bio-chemical 

analysis of made tea of different clones along with control like TF, TR 0.11 and 10.68 

is found in C114 and the yield figures of clone C114 showed higher as compared to 

control. It is a positive indication of a deserving clone if coupled with the high quality 

as well. As aim of the project is to develop new clones for productivity, quality and 

stress tolerance, so it is important to know that the prominent accessions under study 

are stress tolerant or not (as compared to the controls). In Darjeeling hill areas one of 

the most important stress parameter is the drought stress. So during study the leaf 

wax content and proline content is planned to evaluate to know the drought resistant 

capability of prominent accessions. In study of leaf wax content six most prominent 

accessions shows high wax content as compared to AV2 and P312. Ferment ability 

was scored based on the change in colour of leaf after four hours of dipping into 

chloroform using a 4-point scale as 1 - bright red brown (fast fermenter); 2- dull 

brown (moderate fermenter); 3- greenish tinge (poor fermenter); 4- green (non-

fermenter). In study the six prominent accessions (99/14,114/14, 104/14, 84/15, 

94/15, 98/14) shows fast fermentation which is desirable.  

 The DUS characterization, Girth, Height, No. of Branches, Pest & Disease 

Infestation, Drought Tolerance, yield, organoleptic and bio-chemical observations of 

Purple Tea at LTT of Rohini TE were done. The results of bio-chemical analysis of 

made tea of purple tea evaluated, where TF, TR is 0.11 and 12.98 found in purple 

tea. Further evaluation is being continued and it is also proposed to evaluate the 

physiological parameters such as transpiration, net photosynthesis, stomatal  
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conductance, water use efficiency and record other remaining important bio-chemical 

parameters like VFC, caffeine, chlorophyll, anthocyanin’s content, drought evaluation 

of proline, glycine betaine. 

 Floral study of different hybridization combination (B157XAV2, B668XN DEVI, 

B157XB668, T78XP312, P312XT135, T135XB157, B157XP312, T78XGOLKUNDA, 

T135XAV2) was done. During experimentation it was observed that flower size is 

highest in N Devi and smallest is T78. All have 5 dark green sepals. Highest petal 

count i.e. 8 petals is observed in B668 while other has 06 numbers of petals. The 

colour of anther is light yellow in B668 and T135 but others have yellow coloured 

anther. It was observed that flowers of all clones consists similar type of stigma. 

Another count is highest in AV2 & B157 and lowest in T135. Flowering time is almost 

same in all combinations, but in the combination of Golkunda X T78, the flowering of 

Golkunda is little bit earlier then T78. Further, recording of different observations is 

being continued.  

 Green leaf samples collected from different LTT (long term trial) plot of DTRDC, 

Castleton Tea Estate and Rohini Tea Estate and sent to ICAR-NRCPB, New Delhi 

for DNA isolation and to know the genetic diversity and identify responsible genes for 

important traits in prominent test tea clones. 

  Recorded DUS characters, morphological, organoleptic, bio-chemical and other 

parameters from different trails plots were done. 

 At present 04 numbers of in- situ conservation plot (Seed Bari) has been established 

at different tea different tea estates of Darjeeling to produce seeds from quality 

section of old jats. Consequently, field evaluation of the plants produced from in situ 

conservation plots of DTRDC, Tumsung TE is continued for further evaluation. 

Evaluation is being continued for assessment of newly established in situ 

conservation plots. 

 

(d). IHBT , Palampur 

(i). Project Title: Development of machines for tea harvesting and mechanization of tea 

cultural operations. 

 The results showed that across the different fertilizers, the mechanical methods of 

plucking had slightly higher yield than hand plucking. Across different methods of 

plucking, the fertilizer level 120:90:120 (F2) showed higher yield than other 

combinations.  

 Leaf grade or fineness of leaf was noticeably reduced with all mechanical methods. 

However, the reduction was relatively less with hand shears. It was also observed 

that by increasing the fertilizer level fineness of leaf decreased gradually. Fertilizer 

level 90:90:90 showed higher value of leaf grade than other combinations.  

 A battery operated plucking machine “Microlite Harvester” (weight ~2.4 kg, single 

man operated, battery operable for 4 hours when full charged), marketed by a 

Chennai based company, M/s Ignition Products India Pvt Ltd, was also experimented 

during this year.  

 For technology demonstration and testing, a total of 20 demonstrations were held on 

various aspects of tea farm mechanization, viz., mechanized tea plucking, skiffing,  
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pruning, including rejuvenation pruning, tea planting using augers, high volume and 

electric sprayers, weeding etc were organized in the farmers’ field as well as in the 

institute’s tea experimental farm.  

 New tea plantation demonstration plots were established at 5 locations in the state 

with minimum size of 600 sq m area accommodating 600 plants of the improved 

varieties with higher productivity, quality and resistance to biotic and abiotic stresses. 

 

(ii). Project Title:  Development of new clones through integration of conventional and non-

conventional methods of breeding for productivity, quality and stress tolerance 

 Crosses were made among seven parental types comprising six cross combinations, 
under the ongoing inter-varietal hybridization programme for improvement of china 
hybrid tea genotypes, with objectives to improve yield, quality and blister blight 
resistance. 

 High level of genetic diversity was obtained from the molecular characterization data 
implying diverse origin and genetic heterogeneity among the existing populations in 
different tea gardens of Western Himalaya region. The hardened plants are being 
maintained for further plantation in field to evaluate their field performance. 

 The 14 plants of five genotypes (PT-5, PT-7, PT-9, PT-12 and PT-17) were raised. 
Among the selected purple tea genotypes, PT-7 showed higher anthocyanin content 
of 1.98% during April and 2.00 % during May month and PT-8 showed anthocyanin 
content of 2.38% and 2.36% during April and May month respectively. Whereas, PT-
8 also showed higher content of TPC during April month (17.55). Therefore, PT-8 
with higher total phenolic content and higher anthocyanin content compared to other 
purple tea clone can be used as a potential new purple tea clone. 

 Different F1 progenies planted under field conditions (third year of plantation) are 
presently being characterized on morphological basis with respect to plant height 
(m), no. of shoots, shoot length (mm), leaf length (cm), leaf width (cm), internode 
length (cm) and plant spread (diameter in m), for their initial growth and vigour. 
Based on initial trends of total polyphenol content, clones 14-3-5, 14-7-15, 3-8-3, 9-9-
4, 1-8-1, 03-6, 03-55, 03-70, 03-104 performed better compared to other clones 
studied. Overall, on the basis of disease resistance, morphological traits and quality 
attributes, clones 03-6, 03-55, 03-70 and 03-104 were found superior and have 
potential for commercial utilization 

 

Regulatory issue:  

In the area of regulatory research, Tea Board addresses the issues and concerns of 

technical barrier to trait (TBT), sanitary and phyto sanitary (SPS) issues and the matters 

related to food safety and quality in order to enhance both domestic consumption and export 

of Indian tea. 

 During the period from 1/4/2019 to 31/03/2020, 41 SPS TBT notifications forwarded 

by APJ SLG from various counties related to pesticide residues were analysed and 

necessary replies were sent to APJ SLG office.  

 Necessary correspondences were made to FSSAI for revision of some pesticides in 

tea and fixation of their realistic MRL. 
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Meetings and Workshops: 

12th meeting of Technical Group on PPC held on 5th July 2019 at QCL, Siliguri. The meeting 

was attended by the technical experts from Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, different tea association representatives and Tea Board 

officials. Various issues on fixation of realistic MRLs of various PPFs including Quinalphos in 

tea by FSSAI, review of existing PPFs in PPC and microbial standards for Indian tea etc. 

were discussed in the meeting. One new pesticides approved by CIBRC was included in the 

11th version of the PPC and released for the industry. 

A workshop on “Early Weather Practices and Pest Management” was organized by DTRDC, 

Tea Board for Small tea growers at Pokhriaboong, Darjeeling on 23rd April 2019. Tea Board 

officials from DTRDC attended the workshop. Two technical discussions were held with 

respect to Plucking of Tea leaves and Pest management including Plant Protection Code 

(PPC) followed by field demonstration.  

A workshop on Bio product under the project “Development of Microbial Inoculants to 

Improve Growth and Productivity of Darjeeling and Assam Tea”.  organised workshop QCL 

and DTRDC for the Small tea growers at Pokhriaboong town, Darjeeling on 11.07.2019 on 

use of bio- products for organic tea cultivations. 
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CHAPTER - 6 

TEA PROMOTION 
 

Introduction: 

One of the primary functions of the Tea Board is to undertake promotional activities with an 
objective of making India the leading supplier of quality tea globally and to increase the 
consumption of tea in the domestic market. Promotional efforts are geared towards 
increasing awareness of the many varieties and types of Indian teas with an aim at 
increasing market share of Indian teas in the global markets and also increasing domestic 
consumption. Focused attention was given to selected countries, where there is higher 
potential for increasing export. Indian exporters were also provided with all possible support 
to encourage exports and marketing of Indian varieties in the overseas countries.  

Overview of Tea exports from India during 2019-20                              

The total quantity of tea exported during the financial year 2019-20 was 241.34 million kgs 
valued at Rs. 5457.10 Crore. This shows a decrease in quantity by 13.16 million kgs  
(-5.17%).  However, unit price realization was up by Rs  9.73/kg in 2019-20.  

In brief the comparative position is as given below : 

Year 
Quantity in 
million kg 

Value        
in Rs. crs. 

Value  in 
million USD 

Unit Price 
in Rs/Kg. 

Unit Price 
in $/Kg. 

2019-20 241.34 5457.10 768.93 226.11 3.19 

2018-19 254.50 5506.84 787.50 216.38 3.09 

2017-18 256.57 5064.88 785.92 197.41 3.06 

 

Increase in exports was noticed to the following countries: 

o Iran by 5.84 million kgs (14.24%) 
o China by 2.14 million kgs (20.23%) 
o Afghanistan by 1.61 million kgs (287.50%) 
o Japan by 1.46 million kgs ( 39.14%) 
o Saudi Arabia by 1.31 million kgs (30.61%)   
o USA by 1.21 million kgs (10.72 %) 

 
Overview of Promotional activities during 2019-20 

During 2019-20, Tea Board carried out various promotional activities   such as organising 
the Board’s participation in important Trade Fairs & Exhibitions, maintaining liaison work with 
the tea trade,   addressing various issues related to quality & safety regulations for key 
markets, keeping the tea trade informed of developments related to exports as well as 
dissemination of market and trade information through its overseas office located in Moscow 
and the Head Office to enhance demand for Indian tea and increase market shares in the 
key markets of Russia, Kazakhstan, Iran, Egypt, USA, UK, Germany, UAE etc. Other 
activities included market analysis, undertaking various promotional programmes for 
maintaining the image of India Tea and for influencing public attitude in a positive manner 
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toward India Tea. Sustained campaign through Social Media such as Twitter, Facebook has 
also proved to be very effective in making the consumers, including youth, aware about 
Indian tea and its diversities. 

During 2019-20, Tea Board India participated in three (3) International Trade fairs for 
effecting two-way exchanges in between buyers & sellers with a view to propagating the 
virtues and uniqueness of India tea amongst the streaming visitors. Moreover, Tea Board 
India participated in thirty-two (32) domestic promotional programmes at various locations 
during 2019-20.  

A statement on major head wise expenditure incurred during 2019-20 along with the details 
are summarised below. 

Expenditures incurred during 2019-20 
(Rs. crores) 

Major head 2019-20 2018-19 

Domestic Promotion 2.03  1.02 

Overseas Promotion 1.90 3.97 

Trade Related Activities 0.19  1.31 
Incentive to 
Exporters/Associations 3.07  4.23 
Publicity 0.81  0.8 
E Governance 0.25 0.68 
Miscellaneous 0.24 1.66 
Total 8.49 13.67 

 
       
An overview of the promotional activities carried out by Tea Board India during the year 
2019-20 : 

International Events   

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Event Period 

1. Prodexpo, Moscow 2020 10th to14th February 2020 
2. Gulf Food Dubai 16th -20th February 2020 
3. Thailand Coffee, Tea  & Drinks 27th February -1st March 2020 
 
 
Domestic Events 
 
Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Event Period 

1. Young Tea Entrepreneur’s Meet, Kolkata 25th April 2019 

2. B2C promotional event on Indian Tea, Siliguri 15th to 16th June 2020 
3. Ujjwal Himachal Pradesh 12th  to 14th July 2019 
4. Food & Technology Expo New Delhi 1st -3rd  August, 2019 
5. 16th Agro +Food & Beverage Processing Expo, Goa  1st -3rd  August, 2019 
6. Annapurna-Anu food India 2019, Mumbai 29th – 31st August 2019 
7 Renovation and re-launch of Mumbai Tea Centre 14th September 2019 
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8 Inauguration of Goodricke Tea Pot- Kolkata 8th September 2019 

9 UPASI Industrial Exhibition held in Coonoor 13th -14th  September 2019 

10 Indian Tea Promotion at the All Indian Russian 
Compatriots Conference 

1st week of October 2019 

11 Virasat Festival, Dehradun 11th -25th  October 2019 

12 Assam Tea Awareness Campaign 21st October 2019 

13 Indian Tea Tasting and Appreciation Session 
at Bengaluru 

24th October 2019 

14 Biofach India 2019, Noida 7th -9th  November 2019 

15 North East Festival, New Delhi  8th -10th  November 2019 

16 Indian Tea Tasting and Tea Appreciation Session for 
Russian diaspora in Kolkata 

12th November 2019 

17 7th World Tea Coffee Expo 2019, Goregaon, Mumbai 21st -23rd  November 2019 

18 FoodFood Awards, Mumbai 26th November 2019 

19 North East Food Show, Shillong, Meghalaya 4th -6th  November 2019 

20 Tea Promotion Campaign in the Nilgiris District 9th December 2019 

21 Indian Tea Appreciation Fest, Kolkata 25th December 2019 

22 3rd  edition of INDUSFOOD 2020, Greater Noida 8th -9th  January 2020 

23 Jalinga Tea Run, Silchar, Assam 14th -15th  January 2020 

24 75th Biennial Assam Sahitya Sabha Session at 
Sualkuchi, Assam 

31st January 2020 –  
4th February 2020 

25 Indian Tea Tasting and Appreciation Session 
organized for Japanese diaspora settled in Kolkata 

31st January 2020 

26 Tea Promotion through “Foodka” January 2020 

27 Japan India Cooperation Agency International 
Exhibition, Himachal Pradesh 

10th February,2020 

28 ‘Run for India Tea’  Agartala 19th February 2020 

29 Specialty Tea Boutique inaugurated near Ooty 
Botanical Garden 

20th February 2020 

30 Tea Café on Wheels, Asansol,  West Bengal 26th February 2020 

31 Mandi International Shivratri Fair 22nd February 2020 

32 Assam Tea Promotion Campaign, Odisha 29th February -6th March 
2020 
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April 2019 
 
Young Tea Entrepreneurs Meet held on 25th April 2019 at Kolkata 

Tea Board India organized a ‘Young Tea Entrepreneurs Meet’ at Kolkata on 25th April 
2019 to discuss the roadmap for increasing exports and domestic consumption, and 
improving Indian tea quality.  

Young successful entrepreneurs of the Industry attended the conference to 
deliberate on pertinent topics and give insights into the recent facets of the Indian Tea 
Industry. The meet was mainly to focus on these entrepreneurs to add value to the tea 
business and quality. 

Distinguished and successful tea entrepreneurs such as Shri Amuleek Singh Bijral, 
Founder & CEO of Chai Point, Shri Kausshal Dugarr, Founder & CEO of Teabox, Shri Udit 
Gupta, Head of Supply Chain Management, Chaayos etc. spoke at the meeting. 

 A special segment dedicated to ‘Women Entrepreneurship in the Tea Business’ was 
also the highlight of the meeting, where speakers such as Dr. Nazrana Ahmed, Chairperson 
of the Assam Tea Planters Association, Mrs. Husna Tara Prakash, co-owner of Glenburn 
Tea Estate, Mrs. Rakhi Dutta Saikia, Director of Arin Tea Pvt. Ltd. & Pabhojan Tea Estate 
etc. spoke on pertinent issues. 

 Speaking at the meeting, Shri Amuleek Singh Bijral, Founder & CEO of Chai Point, 
stated that getting good quality teas from the gardens is very important for sustaining the 
end business. Customers are increasingly becoming conscious about the teas, its origins 
and its health benefits. Therefore, traceability and MRL compliance are very important. The 
business of tea has to be aligned to the fast changing lifestyle. Customers now want teas 
within a very short span of time. 

 Shri Kausshal Dugarr, Founder & CEO of Teabox, stated that the image of Indian tea 
has to be reinforced as a global brand. He opined that the true potential of Indian teas is still 
lying untapped. Concerted marketing efforts have to be made to explore this potential fully. 
According to Shri Dugarr, setting up stores is an expensive proposition but marketing 
through internet is very much affordable. The business strategy of his company is to target 
the consumer offline, then incentivize him to come online for the second and subsequent 
offers. He further stated that if the supply chain can be reduced from months to days, the 
brand of Indian tea will be admired globally. 

 Dr. Nazrana Ahmed highlighted that more than 60% of the workforce employed in tea 
gardens consist of women, and therefore there is a greater need to emphasize on issues 
related to women’s health and welfare. Mrs. Husna Tara Prakash, co-owner of Glenburn Tea 
Estate, recounted her journey of setting up a successful business model of offering visitors a 
highly personalized experience of stay at the Glenburn Tea Estate. Mrs. Rakhi Dutta 
Saikia, Director of Arin Tea Pvt. Ltd. & Pabhojan Tea Estate, emphasized on the need to go 
for production of organic handmade teas and stated that the future of the tea industry lies in 
going for organic production. 
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June 2019 
 
B2C Promotional Event on premium grades of Indian teas at a prominent mall in 
Siliguri, West Bengal 

Tea Board India organized a B2C Promotional Event on premium grades of Indian teas at 
City Centre mall in Siliguri, West Bengal, on 15th and 16th June 2019 in association with Chai 
Chun and Navvayd Tea, two local Siliguri-based tea retailers. Premium varieties of Indian 
teas such as Darjeeling first flush, Assam Orthodox second flush, white teas, oolong teas, 
green teas as well as new and innovative flavoured varieties of teas such as Darjeeling Rose 
black tea, chamomile mint cinnamon green tea, Assam lavender black tea etc. were 
displayed and sampled at the event. As it was organized during the weekend, there was 
huge footfall and a steady stream of tea enthusiasts thronged both the stalls constantly. The 
people were introduced to these exotic varieties of teas and were encouraged to experiment 
with the wide range of innovative flavours on offer. The event generated a lot of interest 
among the general public as they got to know about these exciting blends of Indian teas and 
all of them were pleasantly surprised at the fascinating array of new flavours that were 
created from their very own familiar Indian teas. 

 
July 2019 
 
Tea Board’s participation in Ujjwal Himachal Pradesh 
 
Tea Board India participated in Ujjwal Himachal Pradesh held in Chamba from 12-14 July 
2019 by putting up a stall of 12 sq.m. Various publicity literatures, pamphlets and brochures 
on Kangra Tea were distributed during the event. A quiz session on Kangra Tea was also 
organized for school students during the event. A few SHGs displayed their handmade teas 
at Tea Board India’s stall during the event. 
 
 
 
August 2019 
 
Tea Board’s Participation in Food & Technology Expo at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi 
from 1st - 3rd August, 2019 
 
Tea Board participated in the Food & Technology Expo at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi by 
taking up a 9 sq. metre stall. The expo was inaugurated by Shri Rameswar Teli, Hon’ble 
Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Govt. of India. Other dignitaries who visited 
the show were : 

Shri Ramdas Athawale, Hon’ble Minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, GoI 
Shri Kailash Chaudhary, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, GoI 
Shri Som Prakash, Hon’ble Minister of State for Commerce & Industry, Govt of India 
Shri Manish Sisodia, Hon’ble Dy Chief Minister, Govt of National Capital Territory of Delhi 
Shri Atul Borah, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture, Govt of Assam  
Dr K. Beichhua, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture, Govt of Mizoram 
Shri Sandeep Gill, IPS, DG, Delhi Prisons 
Shri Vijay Bhaskar, APS to Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, GoI 
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Union as well as State Ministers visited Tea Board’s Stall and appreciated the fine quality 
and variety of Indian Teas. Visitors from all walks of life also visited the stall and showed 
their keen interest in Indian Teas specially Darjeeling and Assam Teas which are known for 
their flavour and taste all over India and abroad as well. 
 
People and entrepreneurs from different states enquired about Indian Teas and other 
varieties of teas produced in India. Trade related information was also sought by the visitors. 
They were made aware of the trade potential in Domestic as well as Overseas Market. 
 
Different types of teas were served to the distinguished visitors and Govt. dignitaries and 
method to make a good cup of tea was also demonstrated. Information on Indian Teas was 
made available to the visitors by the Tea Board officials through Board’s printed pamphlets 
and other publicity materials, besides Audio-visual publicity on Indian Tea. 
 

Tea Board's participation in the 16thAgro+Food & Beverage Processing Expo 2019 

Tea Board participated in the 16th Agro + Food & Beverage Processing Expo 2019 held at 
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor Stadium, Goa, during 1st to 3rd August 2019, by taking 
up a stall of 9 sq.m. 

Shri Rameswar Teli, Hon'ble Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Government 
of India and Her Excellency Rosette Mosi Nyamale, Ambassador of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo to India with Shri Manoj Caculo, President, Goa Chamber of Commerce, Industries 
& Agriculture inaugurated the Expo.  

Many exporters, distributors, manufacturers of tea and people interested to commence 
business in the tea sector had visited the Board's stall. Tea Board's logos, posters on tea 
and different varieties of teas like Darjeeling, Assam Orthodox, Assam CTC, Nilgiri 
Orthodox, Masala Chai were displayed. Leaflets and picture postcards were given to the 
visitors. Tea Caddies were presented to the dignitaries. 

 

Tea Board's participation in the 'Annapoorna - Anufood India 2019' Exhibition held at 
Bombay Exhibition Centre, Goregaon, Mumbai during 29th to 31st August 2019 

Tea Board India participated in the 'Annapoorna - Anufood India 2019' Exhibition held at 
Bombay Exhibition Centre, Goregaon, Mumbai from 29th to 31st August 2019. 

Shri Rameshwar Teli, Hon’ble Minister of State for Food Processing Industry, Smt. Reema 
Prakash, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, and Dr. Sangita Reddy, 
Joint Managing Director, Apollo Hospitals inaugurated the Expo. 

Tea Board's logos, posters on tea, different varieties of Indian teas were displayed.  
Promotional films on Indian tea (Tea Moods of India and Darjeeling tea) were shown 
continuously during the Expo. Leaflets and picture post cards were given to the visitors. Tea 
caddies were presented to the dignitaries. 
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September 2019 
 

Renovation and re-launch of Mumbai Tea Centre 

The iconic Tea Centre, a favourite hangout for Mumbaikars, has been reopened on 14th 
September 2019 post its renovation. Tea Board India had been running the Tea Centre at 
Resham Bhavan, 78 Veer Nariman Road, Churchgate since 1955, and has now selected 
Goodricke Group Ltd. through an open tendering process as ‘Operational Management 
Consultant’ for promoting Indian teas at this heritage location. 

The modern tea lounge which was widely patronized by intellectual and celebrity circles of 
Mumbai, and had also welcomed important world leaders and dignitaries including  
Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, former President of India, and Mr. Gamal Abdel Nasser, 
former President of Egypt, has now made a glorious comeback. 

Universally acknowledged as a refuge for the intellectual as well as arts and culture patrons 
of the city, the legendary tea room provides a cozy corner in the fast-paced commercial 
capital of the country.  

 

Inauguration of the iconic ‘Goodricke Teapot – The Tea Room’ in Kolkata 

The iconic premium lounge – The Tea Room – was launched by Goodricke Group Limited in 
partnership with Tea Board India at Kolkata on 8th September 2019.  

From exotic nibbles, biscotti, cookies and other tea accompaniments, The Tea Room is 
designed to be a place for everyone. The launch witnessed participation of top dignitaries 
from Tea Board India, Goodricke Group Limited as well as the presence of renowned 
Bengali actress Parno Mittra. With brown wood tables, classic seating, specially curated 
menu that is rich in choicest tea flavors and complimenting preparations -- the place is 
immersed in an old world charm and is sure to give a unique tea drinking experience to the 
visitors. 

Tea Board’s participation in UPASI Industrial Exhibition 

Tea Board participated in the UPASI Industrial Exhibition held in Coonoor on 13th -14th  
September 2019 by taking up a stall. Sampling of liquid teas among the visitors and general 
public was done during the two-day exhibition. Free made tea was also provided to the 
participants. Other Commodity Boards also participated in this exhibition to showcase their 
products and activities. 
 

October 2019 

Indian Tea Promotion at the All Indian Russian Compatriots Conference 

Promotional activities for Indian Teas were organized during the All Indian Russian 
Compatriots Conference held in Chennai during the first week of October. The Chairperson of 
the Association of Russian Compatriots organized an Indian tea tasting and tea sampling 
session during the event. 
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Tea Board’s participation in Virasat Festival, Dehradun 

Tea Board India participated in the Virasat Festival, Dehradun, held from 11-25 October 2019 
by putting up a stall and displaying varieties of Indian teas. Information dissemination was also 
done through distribution of promotional brochures on Indian tea. A quiz contest was organized 
at the festival for students from various schools attending the festival, and there were quiz 
questions on Indian Tea, which helped to increase the awareness among the students.  

Assam Tea Awareness Campaign 

An Assam Tea awareness campaign was launched by Tea Board at Guwahati on 21st October 
2019. Shri KK Dwivedi, Commissioner, Department of Industry & Commerce, Govt. of Assam, 
flagged off the campaign. 

Indian Tea Tasting and Appreciation Session at Bengaluru 

An Indian Tea Tasting and Appreciation Session was organized at Bengaluru on 24th October 
2019 in conjunction with the BBC FoodFood Awards. 

November 2019 
 

Tea Board’s participation in the Biofach India 2019 exhibition 

Tea Board India participated in the Biofach India 2019 exhibition held at Noida from 7th -9th 
November 2019. Biofach India is an exhibition dedicated solely to 100% organic products. 
The following three companies participated along with Tea Board: 

(1) Jalinga Tea Co. Pvt. Ltd. 
(2) Apurva Organics Ltd. 
(3) Amalgamated Plantations Pvt. Ltd. 

 

Tea Board’s participation in the North East Festival 

Tea Board India participated in the North East Festival held from 8th -10th November 2019 at 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, by putting up a stall and displaying varieties of Indian teas. 
Information dissemination was also done through distribution of promotional brochures on 
Indian tea. More than two lakh people attended the festival. All the States of North East India 
were represented. State Govts of the North East showcased their tourism potentials and a 
large exhibition of agri-horti crafts saw more than 100 entrepreneurs of North East 
showcasing their products.  

 

Indian Tea Tasting and Tea Appreciation Session for Russian diaspora in Kolkata 

An Indian Tea Tasting and Tea Appreciation Session was held at the Tea Board Head 
Office, Kolkata, on 12th November 2019 for the Russian diaspora in Kolkata. Mr. Alexey M. 
Idamkin, Consul General of the Russian Federation in Kolkata, along with other Russian 
dignitaries attended the Tea Tasting and Tea Appreciation Session.  
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Tea Board India’s participation in the 7th World Tea Coffee Expo 2019  

Tea Board India participated in the 7th World Tea Coffee Expo 2019 organised at Bombay 
Exhibition Centre, Goregaon, Mumbai from 21st - 23rd November 2019 along with the 
following 5 participating tea companies: 

(1) Dalmia Tea 
(2) Jalannagar Development Pvt. Ltd. 
(3) Ahinsha Chemicals 
(4) Jalinga Tea Co. (India) Pvt. Ltd. 
(5) Raw Jute Trading & Industries Ltd. 
 
The 2019 edition covered the entire gamut of the hot beverage sector displaying Tea & 
Coffee Brands / Products, Machineries, Innovative Technologies, Flavours, Vending 
Solutions, Packaging, etc. from Indonesia, Japan, China, and India. 
 
Indian Tea Promotion at the FoodFood Awards held in Mumbai 
 
Tea Board India displayed Indian teas at the FoodFood Awards 2019 Grand Finale which 
was held on 26th November 2019 at Mumbai. Tea Board’s Tea Centre in Mumbai (which has 
been rechristened Queen’s Deck and is managed by Goodricke Group Ltd.) received the 
Best New Upscale Teahouse & Café Award. 
 
 

December 2019 
 
Participation in North East Food Show 
 
Tea Board India participated in the first edition of the North East Food Show held at 
Shillong, Meghalaya from 4th - 6th November 2019. The North East Zonal Office of Tea 
Board organized participation in this fair/exhibition. This event was organized jointly by 
Government of Meghalaya and SIAL. Shri Conrad Sangma, Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Meghalaya and other important dignitaries visited Tea Board’s stall at this event. 
 
Tea Promotion Campaign in the Nilgiris District 
 
A Tea Promotion Campaign was organised amongst all the Govt and Govt aided schools 
in Ooty, Coonoor and Kotagiri Taluks of the Nilgiris District by the Coonoor Zonal Office of 
Tea Board in collaboration with the District Administration and the Tamil Nadu State Rural 
Livelihood Management (TNSRLM) on 9th December 2019. Elocution, dance and drama 
competitions were held with the themes ‘Tea and nature’ and ‘Health benefits of tea’. 
Around nine schools comprising of 110 students participated in the competitions. 
 
Indian Tea Appreciation Fest in Kolkata 
 
An Indian Tea Appreciation Fest was held in Kolkata on 25th December 2019, at City Centre 
I, one of the prominent shopping malls in the city.  Altogether 10 tea companies participated 
along with Tea Board in the event. Various types of Indian teas including specialty teas 
were showcased and displayed by the tea industry through their kiosks/stalls. Sampling of  
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teas was also undertaken. There was overwhelming participation from the general public in 
this event. Interesting programmes such as cake cutting, tea selfie point, tea tasting 
session, quiz contest, tea ramp walk were held. Through this event, Tea Board was able to 
bring focus to the nuances of so many varieties of Indian teas to a larger audience. 
 
January 2020 

Tea Board's participation in Indus Food 2020 

 
Tea Board India participated in the third edition of INDUSFOOD 2020, India’s largest B2B 
Sourcing Trade Fair for F&B Processing and Packaging Technology & Machinery held at 
India Expo Mart Greater Noida, India from 8th -9th January 2020. Five exporters namely 
Balaji Agro Pvt. Ltd., Golden Tips Tea Co. Pvt. Ltd., Jalinga Tea Co. Pvt. Ltd., Golden Dew 
Tea Factory and Sunshine Tea participated in the exhibition through Tea Board India 
pavilion. The number of trade enquires was very encouraging.  Delegates from Iran, Iraq, 
Qatar, Egypt, Saudi Arab, and Russia visited the Tea Board stall and had very positive 
discussion on Indian Tea.  
 
Tea Board's participation in Jalinga Tea Run, Silchar, Assam 

 

Tea Board India participated in the Jalinga Tea Run held at Silchar, Assam, on 14th -15th  
January 2020. Jalinga Tea Run (JTR) is an initiative taken by ManiBhai Patel Charitable 
Trust, for the basic cause of Uplifting and Development of Tea Estate Workers. 

“India Tea” promotion at the 75th Biennial Assam Sahitya Sabha Session at 
Sualkuchi, Assam 

Tea Board participated at the 75th Biennial Assam Sahitya Sabha Session at Sualkuchi, 
Assam during 31st January-4th February, 2020 with an overwhelming presence. The session 
presented one of the biggest congregations in Assam revolving around the literary and 
cultural exchanges, where a daily average of at least 30000 visitors thronged to have a 
direct access to different ethnic wares, artefacts, diverse ranges of teas, local cuisines and 
cultures. 

 

Indian Tea Tasting and Appreciation Session organized for Japanese diaspora 
settled in Kolkata, 31st January 2020 

Tea Board organized an Afternoon Tea Programme and Indian Tea Tasting Session at the 
Tea Room, Tea Board India, Kolkata on 31st January 2020, in celebration of the Indo-
Japanese friendship, and raising a toast to the love for tea shared by both the countries. Mr. 
Masayuki Taga, Consul General of Japan in Kolkata, was the Chief Guest at the event. 
Other dignitaries who attended the event were Mrs. Mikiko Bothra Osaka, Economic 
Advisor, Consulate General of Japan in Kolkata, Mr. Umeda Yuji Umeda, General Manager, 
Marubeni India Pvt. Ltd, Mr. Honda Tsuyoshi, Chief Regional Office, Kolkata Branch, Mitsui 
& Co. India Pvt. Ltd and Mr. Sakai Shinichiro, Managing Director, Steel Plantech India 
Private Limited. 
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“Foodka” – A Tea Board India promotional drive  

Tea Board India associated with Foodka – a popular Bengali YouTube channel spearheaded 
by celebrity RJ Mir and renowned Food blogger Mr. Indrajit Lahiri. Foodka and Tea Board 
India have brought out a series of 5 episodes dedicated not only to the magic and mind-
boggling array of Darjeeling Tea, but also the tourism circuit of the region. Shri A.K. Ray, 
Deputy Chairman, Tea Board India along with celebrity RJ Mir and the entire team of Foodka 
announced the grand launch of the 5th Season of Foodka, comprising of 5 episodes on Tea 
and Tourism across North Bengal, on 27th January 2020. 

 

February 2020 

Tea Board’s participation at Gulfood 2020, Dubai 

Gulfood is organized since 1987, and is one of the region’s largest and most important food 
& beverages, and food processing technology exhibition. Tea Board India organized 
participation in Gulfood 2020, Dubai from 16th - 20th February 2020 through an India Tea 
Pavilion along with 15 exporters. 
 

Tea Board’s participation in Prodexpo 2020 

Tea Board India organized participation in Prodexpo 2020, held from 10th -14th February 
2020, along with 6 nos. of prominent exporters. The exporters showcased various types of 
Indian teas in the exhibition. Apart from good quality Assam Orthodox teas which are 
always in high demand in Russia, the exporters also exhibited other teas like high quality 
Darjeeling teas, Green tea, Masala Chai, value added teas, flavour teas, CTC teas, etc. 
which fetched numerous enquiries from the buyers. 
 

Participation in Japan India Cooperation Agency International Exhibition 

Tea Board India participated in Japan India Cooperation Agency International Exhibition 
organized by Department of Agriculture, Government of Himachal Pradesh at Dharamsala, 
Himachal Pradesh on 10th February 2020. Kangra tea, the indigenous tea of Himachal 
Pradesh and various other types of Indian teas were showcased at the event. 
 

‘Run for India Tea’ at Agartala, Tripura 

As part of a promotional drive for Indian Tea, the ‘Run for India Tea’ was flagged off at 
Agartala, Tripura, by renowned Indian gymnast Ms. Dipa Karmakar on 19th February 2020, 
in presence of Shri Ratan Lal Nath, Hon'ble Minister of Education, Government of Tripura 
and other dignitaries. The event witnessed a huge crowd representing students, tea 
workers, tea management, senior citizens etc. of Agartala. 

 
Tea Board India’s Specialty Tea Boutique inaugurated near Ooty Botanical Garden 

In order to promote and popularize specialty Nilgiri teas, Tea Board India’s Specialty Tea 
Boutique was inaugurated near Ooty Botanical Garden, a tourist hotspot on 20th February  
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2020. This Tea Boutique is an exclusive showroom to showcase and sell specialty teas of 
small tea growers. The Tea Outlet was inaugurated by Shri. M. Balaji, IAS, Executive 
Director, Tea Board (South). During the inauguration, Smt. Innocent Divya, IAS, District 
Collector, The Nilgiris and Smt. K.M. Sarayu, IAS, Project Director, Hill Area Development 
Programme were also present. 

 

India’s first Tea Café on Wheels 

India’s first Tea Café on Wheels was inaugurated by Shri Babul Supriyo, Hon’ble Union 
Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change at Asansol, West Bengal on 
26th February 2020. Tea Board India displayed and promoted various types of specialty 
teas during the event. Publicity brochures and literatures on Indian tea and tea samples 
were also distributed amongst the people. Huge crowds thronged the stall of Tea Board and 
enquired about the different types of teas. The event roused great curiosity among the 
people about the wide variety of teas that India produces. 

 

Participation in Mandi International Shivratri Fair 

Tea Board India participated in Mandi International Shivratri Fair, formally inaugurated by 
Shri Jai Ram Thakur, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, on 22nd February 2020. 
Kangra tea, the tea of Himachal Pradesh and various other types of Indian teas were 
showcased at the event. 
 
March 2020 
 
Assam Tea Promotion Campaign 
 
Assam Tea Promotion Campaign was conducted in three cities of Odisha – Bhubaneswar, 
Cuttack and Puri from 29th February to 6th March 2020. On-ground promotional activities at 
different venues in these three cities were undertaken where tea kiosks, stalls, canopy, 
sampling booths, teas for sampling etc. were set up by Tea Board India. Promotional 
activities for increasing awareness about the specialty tea logos, free tea samples for public 
distribution, publicity material including banners, standees etc. were displayed during the 
events. 
 
Tea Board’s participation in Thailand Coffee, Tea & Drinks 
 
The 14th edition, Thailand Coffee, Tea & Drinks, the biggest focus event in ASEAN on the 
flourishing coffee, tea, bakery and ice cream businesses in Thailand and ASEAN was held 
from 27th February to 1st March 2020 at Bangkok International Trade & Exhibition 
Centre, Bangkok, Thailand. The India Tea Pavilion was inaugurated by Ambassador of 
India, H. E. Ms. Suchitra Durai. Tea Board participated in the event and promoted Indian 
origin teas namely Darjeeling, Assam, Nilgiri and Sikkim Tea. Tea sampling was done 
which was well appreciated by the visitors. Keen interest was shown in Darjeeling, Assam 
and Sikkim teas. 
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CHAPTER- 7 

LICENSING 

1. Introduction: 

Licensing Branch is a vital wing of the Board for implementation of various statutory and 
regulatory orders issued by the Government of India from time to time. Licensing Branch is 
responsible for carrying out various licensing activities which includes issuance of various 
licenses to stakeholders for carrying out tea business along with other activities like 
formulating regulatory policies, amendment of existing Control Orders, preparation of 
guidelines for issuance of licenses, monitoring and regulation of the activities of stakeholders 
to ensure proper implementation of different directives of Central Government and Tea 
Board issued from time to time. The department is also responsible for monitoring of the 
auction system, monitoring quality of exports and imports, etc. which are significant to the 
tea trade.  

 2.  Regulatory Provisions 

In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-Section (3) and (5) of Section 30 of the Tea Act, 
the following statutory provisions notified by Central Government are in existence which 
governs the entire licensing and regulatory activities:- 

1. The Tea (Marketing) Control Order, 2003 

2. The Tea (Distribution & Export) Control Order, 2005  

3. The Tea Waste (Control) Order, 1959 

4. The Tea Warehouse (Licensing) Order, 1989 

Board is also in the process of establishing an online auction platform for Jorhat district with 
certain value added services like tasting, logistics, etc. which are not available in the existing 
platform.   
 

2.1 Introduction of online licensing system 
 

Board has introduced online licensing system from April, 2018 onwards for issuance and 
renewal of all kind of licensing applications under various Control Orders. This online 
licensing system has replaced the existing manual process of submitting hard copy of 
licensing applications with improved and transparent online process, timely disposal of 
applications, online status tracking etc.  
 
 

2.2 Details of licenses issued 
 

The number of licenses issued across the country for the financial period 2019-20 along with 

the quantum of revenue generated is tabulated below:  

 

Sl  
No 

Control 
Orders 

Nature of License/ Registration  No. of 
licenses/ 

registration/c
ertificates 

issued  

Total Revenue 
Collected (in Rs.) 

1 The Tea 
Marketing 
(Control) Order, 
2003 

NOC to manufacturing units 40 -- 

Registration to manufacturing 
units 

37 Rs.54,82,600/- 

Buyer Registration 218 Rs.24,27,120/- 

Broker License 19 Rs.54,18,560/- 
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Sl  
No 

Control 
Orders 

Nature of License/ Registration  No. of 
licenses/ 

registration/
certificates 

issued  

Total Revenue 
Collected (in Rs.) 

 The Tea 
Marketing 
(Control) Order, 
2003 

Auction Organizer License 7 Rs.41,30,000/- 

Certificate to Mini Tea Factory 38 Rs.48,940/- 

2 Tea Distribution 
(Control) Order, 
2005 

Exporter License 468                   
(408 fresh, 
58 Renewal 

and 
Permanent 2) 

Rs.6,38,890/-
(484520/- fresh 

148920/- Renewal 
and Permanent 

5450/-) 

Distributor License 26 Rs.82,850/- 

3 Tea Waste 
(Control) Order, 
1959 

Tea Waste License 464                
(321 fresh 
and 143 
renewal) 

Rs. 25,23,314/-
(6,38,500/- fresh and 
18,84,814/- renewal) 

4 Tea 
Warehousing 
Control Order, 
1989 

Tea Warehouse License 147                 
(69 fresh and 
78 renewal) 

Rs.69,87,120/-
(14,07,280/- for fresh 
and 55,79,840/- for 

renewal) 

5 Tea Act, 1953 Planting permit, Extension/ 
replacement planting permit 

15 --- 

6 GSR 694 (E) 
dated 11.10.99 
issued by 
Ministry of 
Health and 
Family Welfare, 
Government of 
India 

Registration of flavour tea 
manufacturer  

49 Rs.17,40,740/- 

7 Foreign Trade 
policy, 
Government of 
India 

Registration cum Membership 
Certificate (RCMC) 

55                    
(43 fresh and 
12 renewal) 

Rs.5,11,056/-
(307664/- for fresh 
and 203392/- for 

renewal)  

 

8 

 

Tea Act 

Recording of change of 
ownership of registered estates  

21 Rs.14,55,650/- 

Recording of change of 
ownership of registered factories 

37      Rs.51,69,400/- 

Garden Registration 4 --- 

  Total 1645 Rs. 3,66,16,240/- 
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3. Amendment of Regulatory Provisions 

The following significant amendments have been taken up in 2019-2020 to ensure 
simplification of existing regulatory norms, revenue generation, etc.: 

 Enhancement of the renewal period of tea warehouse licenses from 1 to 3 years 

under the Tea Warehouse (Licensing) Order, 1989. 

 Tea Board has forwarded a proposal for issuance of perpetual licenses for 

different category of licenses under various Control Orders of Tea Board 

which is under consideration at Ministry. 

4. Status of e-Auction:- 

I. E-Auction under Pan India Module: 

Tea Auction is a means of disposing the teas produced to a wide range of buyers in a 
competitive manner for fair discovery of price. Public tea auctions has always played a key 
role as the main vehicle for primary marketing of tea in India for more than a century ever 
since the first tea auction centre set up in Calcutta in 1861. Public tea auctions handle only 
loose tea in bulk packages. The stakeholders involved are Auction organizers, Producers of 
‘made tea’ (sellers), Auctioneers/Brokers, Buyers and warehouses, all of them being 
registered stakeholders of Tea Board.  

There are six (06) registered auction centres in the country viz., Kolkata, Siliguri, Guwahati, 
Coonoor, Cochin & Coimbatore where auctions are presently being conducted through 
electronic platform provided by Tea Board under Pan India e-action mechanisms.    
 

The quantum of tea sold and purchased through e-auction under Pan India Module during 

the financial year 2019-2020 are as follows: 

Auction Centre April 2018 to March 2019 April 2019 to March 2020 

 Qty(MKgs) Price (Rs/kg) Qty(MKgs) Price (Rs/kg) 

Kolkata Leaf 124.17 

 

167.68 

 

131.42 171.67 

Kolkata Dust 42.52 

 

160.94 

 

34.27 162.13 

Total Kolkata 166.69 

 

165.97 

 

165.68 169.70 

Guwahati Leaf 113.56 

 

144.73 

 

119.54 137.26 

Guwahati Dust 50.82 

 

156.62 

 

51.03 145.76 

Total Guwahati 164.39 

 

148.41 

 

170.57 139.80 

Siliguri Leaf 119.04 

 

138.91 

 

123.13 135.22 

Siliguri Dust 14.97 

 

136.98 

 

16.23 130.46 

Total Siliguri 134.00 

 

138.69 

 

139.36 134.67 

Cochin Leaf 8.31 

 

137.43 

 

6.09 138.82 

Cochin Dust 41.35 

 

122.18 

 

36.58 115.84 

Total Cochin 49.67 

 

        124.73 

124.73 

 

124.73 

 

42.66         119.11 
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Coonoor Leaf 42.32 

 

89.69 

 

38.99 83.99 

Coonoor Dust 22.38 

 

96.09 

 

18.69 88.03 

Total Coonoor 64.70 

 

91.91 

 

57.68 85.30 

Coimbatore Leaf 3.98 

 

96.87 

 

4.25 93.35 

Coimbatore Dust 9.90 

 

105.13 

 

8.96 97.41 

     Total Coimbatore 13.88 102.76 13.21 96.11 

Grand Total 593.33 

 

141.94 

 

589.17 139.18 

 
 

 
 
With the implementation of post auction settlement process, collection of transaction charges 
by Tea Board @ 2 paise per kg for each stakeholders i.e. sellers, buyers and brokers since 
2018 & to the warehouse owners @ 0.50 % of the total invoice value from the warehouse 
bills since December, 2019 has also been put into place to make the auction system self-
sustainable. As on 31st March, 2020 (FY 2019-20), an amount of Rs. 4.38 crores have been 
collected by Tea Board from the post sale transactions.   
 

5.  Recent initiatives  

Auction revamp:- Board in the year 2018 felt the necessity of conducting a strategic 

analysis on the existing auction  model  in  the  light  of  globalisation  of  markets  and  
developments   of  latest technology and corresponding  improvement  in the price 
discovery  with an objective  to make the tea auction process more robust in nature.  
Accordingly, IIM, Bengaluru was entrusted   with the study o f  e -auction r u l e s  
i n c l u d i n g    understanding   the p r o b a b l e  challenges in fair price discovery process, if 
any. 

In order to strengthen the existing e-auction platform for tea trade and price discovery, the 
Board had engaged Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Bangalore to conduct a study on 
e-Auction of tea.  

One of the key recommendations was to introduction of Japanese Auction Model to make 
the auction system robust. The other major findings made by IIM, Bangalore are mentioned 
below. 
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 Organize a price-rediscovery auction session at the end of each sale-day, offered at 

a premium to the buyers. 

 Standardize lot size and packaging, eliminate divisibility. 

 Design a tea portal auction with tea offered in multiples of a Standard Packaging Unit 

(SPU), specifically targeted towards small buyers. 

 Quality certification of teas through a neutral 3rd party, commissioned and monitored 

by Tea Board. 

 

The system development as per the recommendations of IIM has been completed in March 

2020 and Board is in the process of implementing Japanese Auction Model in all registered 

auction centres across the country shortly in phase wise manner. 

 

Implementation of Jorhat Auction Platform:- With the objective of implementing an 

innovative auction model with value added services for Assam tea cluster, Tea Board 

initiated designing and development of an e-auction platform in the name of “Jorhat platform” 

partnering with M/s. mjunction services ltd. This platform will serve the industry with a 

difference by providing updated auction methodology along with associated services like 

quality vocabulary, central warehousing and logistics to the buyer, etc. The platform is also 

expected to reduce turnaround time and cost effectiveness of the entire process and will aid 

in fair and market-driven price discovery by virtue of transparency between primary, 

secondary and tertiary buyers.  

Moving towards cloud environment:- On the infrastructure front of the auction system, 

Board has taken initiative to move towards latest technology of hosting the entire services in 

cloud environment for which MeiTY empanelled cloud service provider has been selected by 

the Board through tendering process. This has also enabled Board to reduce the cost on the 

auction infrastructure front. 

 

Selection of System Integrator:- The Board has selected a System Integrator (SI) for a 

further period of three (03) years for operation, maintenance and modification of the existing 

electronic auction software of tea through an open tendering process. This has also resulted 

in reduction of cost for e-auction software. 
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CHAPTER – 8 

STATISTICS 

Introduction: 

Primary functions of Statistics Branch of Tea Board  is to collect, collate and dissemination 

of statistical information relating to all aspects of tea industry and trade covering area under 

cultivation, production, productivity, types of tea produced in the country, primary market 

prices, export and destination of exports on tea and workers employed in tea plantations  

etc. Such information forms a crucial input for the policy matters of the Board, the 

Government and the Industry.  

Dissemination of Statistical Information: 

Information on weekly auction prices, monthly production and export data are disseminated 

in the website of the Board - www.teaboard.gov.in in the public domain for the trade, 

industry, research scholars etc.,   

Monitoring of Tea Prices: 

The Statistics Branch has been monitoring and providing required information on auction 

prices to Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution in 

connection with the construction of Wholesale Price Indices (WPI) of Plantation Crops and 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP) respectively. The retail price of tea at different 

cities/towns is also being compiled by the Statistics Branch. 

Taxes & Duties : 

 

Excise Duty : 12.5% ad-valorem on Instant Tea falling under heading 2101.20 

 

Export Duty : Nil  

 

Import Duty :  Nil on teas imported by Export Oriented Units (EOU) and Special Economic 

Zone (SEZ) units for the purpose of re-export. However, teas imported for domestic markets 

would attract basic import  duty of 100% plus 10% surcharge plus special   additional duty of 

4% on basic duty and surcharge (w. e. f. 1st March, 2002).Concessionary rate of 7.5% basic 

duty plus other normal surcharges apply to imports from Sri Lanka up to a volume of 15 M 

Kgs per calendar year. 

 

Goods and Service Tax : 

The present rate of GST on Tea is 5% i.e. 2.5% CGST + 2.5% SGST. In case of inter-state 

supply, the rate of IGST on Tea is 5%. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teaboard.gov.in/
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STATUS OF TEA INDUSTRY AND TRADE DURING THE YEAR 2019-20 

 

PRODUCTION: 

India tea achieved its highest ever tea production during 2019-20 at 1360.81 M.Kgs with an 

increase of 10.77 m.kg over 2018-19 due to better climatic conditions that prevailed in major 

tea growing areas in North India. 

The major tea growing States Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala contribute 

97.48% of the total tea production while the remaining in other States. Out of the total tea 

production, CTC contributes 89% while the Orthodox and Green Tea at 11%.  

 

ORGANISED SECTOR:  

There were 1569 tea estates. This sector has an established 923 manufacturing Units. 

During 2019-20, the Organized Sector share of production is seen at 50.76%. 

 

SMALL TEA GROWERS:  

Small Growers contribution to total tea production is increasing year to year. During the year 

2019-20 small growers’ share of production is seen at 49.24%. 

 

EXPORTS:   

 

India maintained the trend of Tea exports during the year under review.  Tea Exports were 

241.34 M.Kgs in quantity with value realization of Rs. 5457.10 Crs. It was lower by 13.16 m 

kg in quantity and Rs. 49.74 Crs in value due to improved unit price realization by Rs.9.73 

per Kg.  

 

Exports of Tea from India 

 

It is observed that about 12.03% of total exports are in the value added form (packet tea, tea 

bags and instant tea) while rest is in the bulk form during 2019-20. 

 

 

 

Year 
Quantity 

(M Kgs) 

Value     

(Rs Crs) 

Unit Price   

( Rs/kg) 

Bulk Tea Value added tea 

Qty 

(M.Kgs) 

Value 

(Cr.Rs.) 

Qty 

(M.Kgs) 

Value 

(Cr.Rs.) 

2018-19 254.50 5506.84 216.38 225.29 4321.61 29.21 1185.23 

2019-20 241.34 5457.10 226.11 212.30 4226.97 29.04 1230.13 
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IMPORT OF TEA INTO INDIA 

During the year 2019-20, tea imports stands at 15.54 M Kgs with CIF value of Rs. 231.76 

Crs as against 24.22 M Kgs with CIF value of Rs. 341.61 Crs in 2018-19. 

 

TEA PRICE AT AUCTION 

During the year under report about 44.35% of total tea produced in the country was sold 

through public auctions remaining through other modes.  

 

On price, North India the average price decreased by Rs.3.32 per kg (2.18%) while the 

prices at South India decreased by Rs.6.63 per kg (6.43%) as compared to last year. Overall 

the prices was decreased by Rs.2.61 per kg (1.86%) as compared to 2018-19. 

 

Year 

North India South India All India 

Qty. 

(M.Kgs) 

Avg. Price 

(Rs/Kg) 

Qty. 

(M.Kgs) 

Avg. Price 

(Rs/Kg) 

Qty. 

(M.Kgs) 

Avg. Price 

(Rs/Kg) 

2018-19 454.16 151.87 141.99 103.15 596.15 140.26 

2019-20 477.10 148.55 126.44 96.52 603.54 137.65 

 

Domestic Retention    : 

 

against 1120 M.Kgs in 2018-19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  apparent  domestic  retention  of  tea  for  the  year  2019-20  was  around  1154  M.Kgs.  as
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CHAPTER - 9 
 

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
I. Introduction: 

 

Supporting welfare measures for securing better working conditions and improvement of 

amenities and incentives for workers and their dependents is one of the objectives and 

functions of the Tea Board, as mandated in the Tea Act 1953. Since the regulatory and 

welfare of plantation workers fall under the ambit of Plantation Labour Act and the same 

being implemented by the concerned State Governments, the  welfare activities undertaken 

by the Board are supplemental in nature and cover general welfare measures. The labour 

welfare measures were undertaken under the Human Resource Development component 

(HRD) of overall Tea Development & Promotion Scheme of the Board during the MTF Period 

(2017-18 to 2019-20). The welfare schemes of Tea Board are gender neutral. 

 
II. Labour Welfare Committee: 

 

The Labour Welfare Committee of the Board guides in its capacity as an Advisory Body of 

the Board. The Board is assisted towards implementation of the various labour welfare 

activities by the Labour Welfare Committee of the Board which comprised of the following 

members during the year under report : 

 

1. Dy. Chairman, Tea Board, Ex-officio Chairman of the Committee 
2. Shri Rupesh Gowala 
3. Shri P. Mohanan 
4. Shri Sunil Kirwai 
 

III. Meetings of the Board/ Welfare Committee: 

 

During the year under report the Board/ Welfare Committee met on the following dates: 

 

Meeting Number Date of the meeting Place 

238th Meeting of the Board 3rd April, 2019 Kolkata 

239th Meeting of the Board 27th June, 2019 Kolkata 

240th Meeting of the Board 24th September, 2019 Kolkata 

241st Meeting of the Board 30th November, 2019 Kolkata 
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IV. HRD Components:  

The components were aimed towards achieving improvements in the life and living 

conditions of the Tea Plantation workers and their dependents on the following three broad 

areas: 

(A) HEALTH: 

i) Capital grants for hospital (Not Tea Garden Hospital)/medical clinics adjacent to tea 

garden areas towards extension of treatment facilities and also purchase of medical 

equipment, accessories and ambulance in non-traditional areas and reservation of 

beds in some hospitals for workers and their dependents: 

Assistance was allowed for specialized medical facilities for the treatment of T.B., Cancer, 

Leprosy, Eye, Heart, Kidney disease etc., which were not available for tea garden workers 

and their dependents in the Tea Garden Hospitals; Grants were also allowed for purchase of 

equipment like X-Ray plant, surgical instruments, ambulance in non-traditional areas etc. 

required for specialized treatment; Provision was also there for sanction of special cases 

necessary recurring grants towards maintenance of beds in hospitals for tea garden 

patients.  

Quantum of grant : 30% of the capital cost of the equipment was to be borne by the applicant 

and Board’s grant was limited to the extent of  70% of the capital cost of the equipment with 

a ceiling limit of Rs. 8.0 lakhs which ever was lower. 

ii) Financial assistance for disabled persons/cancer and heart patients/Kidney 

transplantations in specialty hospitals dependent on tea plantation workers: 

Assistance was allowed to the disabled persons dependent on workers for purchasing 

wooden crutches calipers shoes, artificial limb, hearing aids, wheel chairs and tri-cycle with 

and pedaling system etc.; Special provision was there to provide financial assistance to 

dependents of Tea Plantation workers for cancer and heart ailments in specialty hospitals. 

 

Quantum of grant: a) For disabled persons- Actual expenditure maximum ceiling   limit upto 

Rs.50000/- whichever was lower. b) Financial assistance towards cancer and heart patient in 
specialty hospital dependent on tea plantation workers was provided on actual basis. 
 

(B)  EDUCATION: 

i) Educational stipend for the wards of tea plantation workers:  

Incentive was extended to the wards of workers in the form of stipend. 

Quantum of grant : For tuition fees on actual basis subject to ceiling limit uptoRs.20000.00  

and for hostel charges on actual basis of 2/3rd of hostel charges subject to ceiling limit 

upto Rs.20000.00. 
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(C) TRAINING: 

 Scheme of Tea Board for financial assistance towards short term vocational 

training/health & hygiene course for the wards of tea plantation workers & their 

dependents: 

For creation of more and more employment opportunities to the people in tea plantation 

area, the Board extended financial assistance to the authorities of the 

institutions/organizations involved in the activities of conducting vocational training course. 

The grant was sanctioned for the purpose of conducting vocational Training courses viz. 

acquiring skills like plumbing, masonry, electrical /TV repair, carpentry, construction sanitary 

units etc. amongst the wards of tea plantation workers and their dependents only for duration 

of six months to one year for each course of vocational training. 

 

Quantum of grant: Maximum ofRs.2.00 lakhs for a course with a minimum duration of three 

months to one year. 

 

(D) STUDIES ON TEA PLANTATION: 

To undertake need based study/pilot scheme on tea industry.   

 
Expenditure made during the year 2019-20 is furnished at Table -1 below : 
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Hindi website 

In the era of e-governance when internet has become a powerful medium, Tea Board is 

running its website in Hindi also on www.teaboard.gov.in because even today Hindi is the 

language of the most of the Indian populace. Vigorous efforts were taken to update the Hindi 

website of the Board and make it match with English version, which is a continuous process. 

Participation in TOLIC activities : 

Board actively participated in the various promotional activities pertaining to usage of Official 

Languages, coordinated by Town Official Language Implementation Committee (TOLIC), 

Kolkata. 

Meeting of OLIC of the Board: 

The meeting of Official Language Implementation Committee (OLIC) were held in each 

quarters wherein useful decisions were taken.  

Incentive Scheme for Use of Hindi in Official Work: 

Tea Board promoted and propagated the incentive scheme in Head Office as well as its 

regional offices in India in order to accelerate the use of Hindi. The officials and employees 

were benefited by these Schemes. Some employees participated and were awarded with 

cash prize.  

Annual Programme for transacting the Official work in Hindi 

In pursuance of Official Language Resolution 1967, department of OL issues programme 

every year to speed up propagation and development of OL Hindi and also to accelerate its 

progressive use for official purpose. The Annual programme of the year 2019-20 is a 

continuation of this, whereby considerable progress has been made in the use of Hindi in the 

Official transaction. The prescribed target has been achieved to some extent. However, 

English continues to be in use in the Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teaboard.gov.in/
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CHAPTER- 11 

VIGILANCE CELL 

 

The Secretary of Tea Board acts as Chief Vigilance Officer of the Board. The overall 

activities of the Vigilance Cell are being done under the supervision of Chief Vigilance 

Officer.  The total strength of Vigilance Cell is two apart from Secretary.  

 The main function of the vigilance Cell is to implement the directives of the Government/the 

Central Vigilance Commission, all of which is done on a regular basis.  The Vigilance Cell 

also attends various queries and submits monthly and quarterly report to the Government. 

As per the advice of Chief Vigilance Officer the directives of CVC in respect of tender and 

preventive vigilance etc. are being followed in the Board in every respect. The Law Officer is 

also working as Vigilance Officer. Another important activity of vigilance cell is the 

observance of Vigilance Awareness Week every year as per directive of the Central 

Vigilance Commission during which all the employees of Tea Board are administered oath in 

the form of messages on efficiency and transparency while highlighting the basics mission of 

the awareness. During the year the Vigilance Cell has not received any complaint and there 

is no pending Vigilance case as on date. 
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CHAPTER -12 

 

REPORT ON LEGAL, IPR CELL AND RTI CELL 

Legal Cell: Tea Board’s Legal Cell is working under the Law Officer. The Legal Cell 

of Tea Board is attending to all legal matters of the Board as and when referred to by 

the officers of Tea Board in Head office/Regional Offices. The Cell is also liaisons 

with the Board’s empanelled Solicitors/Law Firms, legal consultants and Central 

Government Counsels on behalf of the Board. The number of cases pending as on 

31.03.2019 was 92. During the year under review, 09 new cases arose and 20 cases 

were disposed of. As on 31.03.2020 the total number of pending cases was 81.  

IPR Cell:  The IPR Cell is looking after all matters relating to Intellectual Property 

Rights including administration of various logo mark/word mark registered by the 

Board under different statues in India and abroad. The Cell, in the year under report 

has issued 1744 number of Certificate of origin (COO) certifying the genuineness of 

Darjeeling tea prior to its export. Moreover, the Cell has issued 67 and renewed 107 

permissions for use of the mark of Darjeeling, Assam Orthodox, Nilgiri Orthodox, 

Assam Logo, Nilgiri logo, India Tea Logo and Dooars-Terai Logo and thus collected 

Rs. 18,05,971.20/- as part of IEBR.  

Tea Board has continued its objectives to protect and preserve the various tea 

names and logos administered by it, as India’s treasured geographical indications 

and icons of India’s cultural and collective heritage.  

 

1. Renewal of registrations during the period April 01, 2019 to March 31, 

2020 : 

No renewal has been filed by the Tea Board during this period. 

 

2. Total number of Oppositions filed by the Tea Board in India during the 

period April 01, 2019 to March 31, 2020 : 

Seventy (70) oppositions were filed by the Tea Board during this period to 

prevent attempted registrations and misuse of DARJEELING, ASSAM, 

NILGIRI, DOOARS-TERAI tea names and logos as well as the INDIA TEA 

Logo.  

 

3. Total number of Oppositions filed by the Tea Board outside India during 

the period April 01, 2019 to March 31, 2020: 

Six (6) oppositions (1 in Peru, 1 in European Union, 1 in Singapore, 1 in 

Russia, 1 in Nepal and 1 in France) were filed by the Tea Board during this 

period. The details of which are as under: - 

 

 Peru: The opposition matter in Peru pertains to the attempted 

registration of the mark‘ ASSAM Gourmet’ in class 30 in the 

name of LA Artesana S.R.L (which contains the name 

ASSAM). 
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 European Union: The opposition matter in European Union 

pertains to the attempted registration of the mark “8.20 TRAIN 

TO ASSAM” in classes 30 and 32 in the name of R. SEELIG 

HILLE OHG. (Which contains the name ASSAM). 

 

 Singapore: The opposition matter in Singapore pertains to the 

attempted registration of the mark “HAFLONG TEA TALES OF 

ASSAM”in class30 in the name of HAFLONG TEA PTE. LTD. 

(which contains the name ASSAM). 

 

 Russia: The said opposition matter in Russia pertains to the 

attempted registration of the mark “Tsjaj Assam - 

poprobujsam!” in classes 30 & 35 in the name of Tea House 

(which contains the name ASSAM). 

 

 Nepal: The said opposition matter in Nepal pertains to the 

attempted registration of the mark ‘ROYAL ASAM’ in class30 

in the name of Modern Tea Industries Pvt. Ltd. (which is similar 

to ASSAM). 

 

 France: The said opposition matter in France pertains to the 

attempted registration of the mark ‘DARLING DARJEELING’ in 

classes 16, 30 and 41 in the name of Madame Michelle Jean 

Baptiste (which is contains the name DARJEELING). 

 

4. Total pending oppositions in India and number of cases disposed of 

during the period April 01, 2019 to March 31, 2020: 

 

Currently, around two hundred and seventy-three (273) oppositions are 

pending in India. In recognition of the rights in the names of the origin teas 

administered by the Board, and in order to settle the matter, six (06) parties 

have since amended their marks by deleting reference to these names which 

are of interest to the Tea Board and seventy-one (71) oppositions were 

decided in favour of the Tea Board by the Trade Marks Registry during the 

period of April 01, 2019 to March 31, 2020. 

 

5. Total pending oppositions outside India and number of cases disposed 

off during the period April 01, 2019 to March 31, 2020: 

 

Presently, there are seventy-two (72) opposition matters and one (1) 

invalidation action are pending outside India. One (1) matter has been 

disposed of during the said period in favour of the Tea Board details whereof 

are provided below :- 
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Peru 

Opposition was filed against the mark in class 30 in the name of BA Zhou Shi 

Sheng Fang which was rejected on July 10, 2012. An appeal was filed 

against the said rejection order. The appeal was decided in favour of Tea 

Board and the said mark was rejected on the ground that the applicant 

company was no longer in existence. 

 

France 

Observations were filed against the mark ‘DARLING DARJEELING’ in 

classes 16, 30 and 41 in the name of Madame Michelle Jean Baptiste. After 

considering the observations, the French Trade Marks Office amended the 

specification of goods in class 30 to read as “Coffee, tea with Darjeeling 

Protected Geographical Indication; sugar; pastries; confectionery; honey; 

spices; biscuits; cakes; sweets; coffee-based beverages”. 

 

6. Fresh Applications filed for registration of the marks Darjeeling, Assam, 

Assam Orthodox, Nilgiri Orthodox, India Tea Logo in India and outside 

India: 

We had filed a request for amendment of the GI registration No. 1 for 

DARJEELING to incorporate the green and white tea variants into the 

specification under it. The GI Registry published a notification dated October 

14, 2019under Rule 73 of the Geographical Indications of Goods Rules 2002 

in the GI journal No. 124 accepting the amendment request and recording the 

amendment of the DARJEELING GI.  

 

7. During the period under review tender for empanelment to law firms was done 

and after due process, two Law Firms namely M/s K&S Partners, Gurugram 

and M/s L.S.Davar, Kolkata have been selected for next three years. 

 

RTI Cell: This RTI Cell is responsible for dealing with all matters relating to the 

disposal of applications and appeal made under the Right to Information Act, 2005 

and sending monthly as well as yearly return to the Ministry. The Law Officer is the 

Nodal Officer and one among the three designated Public Information officers.  In the 

year under report, the 51 applications received under the Right to Information Act 

have been disposed of. 

 

 




