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__I;Eia—US Trade Deal to Provide Major Boost
to Textile and Woollen Exports: R. C. Khanna

JALANDHAR: Wool & Woollens Export
Promotion Council (WWEPC) has hailed
the historic trade deal between India and
the United States as a landmark
achievement that will significantly
enhance bilateral trade and provide a
major boost to India’s textile and woollen
exports. The Council has lauded the
visionary leadership of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi i, for
steering this outcome through
sustained diplomatic and
‘economic engagement with the
United States.

Welcoming the development,
Shri R. C. Khanna, Chairman,
WWEPC said that the trade
deal reflects India’s growing
stature as a trusted global economic
partner and demonstrates the Prime
Minister’s commitment to securing
favourable market access for Indian
exporters. “The reduction of US tariffs on
Indian products to 18% is a positive and
timely outcome of sustained bilateral

engagement led by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister. For the textile and woollen
sector, this measure will enhance cost
competitiveness and significantly
improve access to one of our most
important export markets. At a time whe!
global supply chains are being |
restructured, such calibrated trade
facilitation measures provide
stability, predictability, and
| renewed confidence to
exporters and investors,” Shri
Khanna stated.
He further emphasised that the
N« United States continues to be
» W among the largest and most
9§ significant destinations for
Indian woollen products,
including garments, knitwear,
shawls, stoles and home textiles. The
tariff reduction is expected to create a
more balanced and facilitative trade
environment, enabling export growth,
encouraging product diversification and
strengthening India’s Integratlon into
global value chains.
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India—US trade deal to
provide major boost
to textile and woolen
exports: R C Khanna

JALANDHAR: Wool &
Woollens Export Promo-
tion Council (WWEPC)
has hailed the historic
trade deal between India
‘and the United States as
a landmark achievement
that will significantly en-
hance bilateral trade and
provide a major boost to
India’s textile and wool-
len exports. The Council
has lauded the visionary
leadership of the Prime
Minister of India, Nar-
endra Modi, for steering
this outcome through sus-
tained diplomatic and eco-
nomic engagement with
the United States. BPE



CONGRATULATIONS ON THE SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION
OF INDIA-US TRADE DEAL

“WWEPC expresses its gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the Hon’ble Minister of
Commerce & Industry and Hon’ble Minister of Textiles for the successful conclusion of the trade
agreement with the United States. This landmark agreement reflects visionary leadership,
sustained diplomatic engagement, and a strong understanding of India’s long-term economic
interests. It is expected to significantly strengthen bilateral trade, boost exports, enhance investor
confidence and create new opportunities for Indian businesses across sectors, with particular
impetus for textile and apparel exports, including woollen products.

Such forward-looking initiatives further reinforce India’s position as a trusted
global trading partner and will contribute meaningfully to economic growth,
employment generation and the overall upliftment of the business ecosystem.
WWEPC conveys its sincere appreciation to all stakeholders involved in bringing
this important agreement to fruition.”

R. C. Khanna
Chairman, WWEPC

follow us: @wwepcindiaT www.wwepcindia.com
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UNION BUDGET ,
2026-27 /

UNION BUDGET 2026: A STRONG
BOOSIT FOR TEXTILES & MSMES

“The Union Budget 2026 marks an important step towards strengthening India’s textile
ecosystem. The strong focus on fibre self-reliance, MSME support, skilling and export
facilitation will directly benefit small and medium enterprises, artisans and traditional
textile clusters.

Key initiatives such as the National Fibre Scheme and cluster-
based interventions will improve raw material availability, enhance
cost competitiveness and help Indian woollen and textile products
gain greater access and visibility in global markets.

| thank Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji, Hon'ble
Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman ji and Hon'ble Minister
of Textiles Shri Giriraj Singh ji for their continued support and vision
for the textile sector.” Vice Chairman, WWEPC

Harmeet Singh Bhalla

follow us: @wwepcindial WEBSITE: www.wwepcindia.com




WWEPC expresses its sincere gratitude to Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi for his visionary leadership in delivering the India—EU
FI‘EE Trade Agreement, securing zero-duty access to the European Union. |

A GAME CHANGER FOR WOOLLEN TEXTILES

THIS HISTORIC AGREEMENT WILL:

¢ Boost exporis of Indian woollen textiles, shawls, stoles, garments & home furnishings

{7 Enhance global competitiveness of MSME exporters
¢ Promote sustainable, value-added textile manufacturing

&> Generate employment and deepen global value-chain integration

follow us:

@wwepcindial

o www.wwepcindia.com



WWEPC WELCOMES FORWARD-LOOKING UNION
BUDGET 2026: NATIONAL FIBRE SCHEME A
MILESTONE FOR SELF-RELIANCE, LAYING STRONG
FOUNDATIONS FOR VIKSIT BHARAT 2047

R. C. Khanna
Chairman, WWEPC

€ FOLLOW US: @WWEPCINDIAT www.wwepcindia.com



INDIA-US TARIFF @ 18%

Thanks and Congratulations to the Hon'ble Prime Minister
of India on the Historic India-US Trade Deal

“Heartfelt thanks and congratulations to the Hon'ble Prime
Minister of India, the Hon’ble Minister of Commerce &
Industry and Hon'ble Textile Minister, on the successful
finalisation of the India-US Trade Deal which marks a
historic milestone. The deal reduces US tariffs on Indian
products to 18%, creating substantial opportunities for
India’s exports sector. This reduction will act as a strong
catalyst for export growth, strengthen bilateral tracle ties
and reinforce India’s position in global value chains, while
advancing the India-US economic partnership and
supporting India’'s vision of export-led growth.”
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India-EU FTA levels playing field
with competitors: PDEXCIL

MUMBAL JAN. 28—

The Powerloom Development & Export Promotion Council
(PDEXCIL) has welcomed the recently concluded India-EU Free
Trade Agreement (FTA), which eliminates tariffs up io 12% on textiles
and opens the EU's Euro 263.5 billlon import market o Indlan
powerloom products.

This deal levels the playing field against competitors like
Bangladesh and Turkey, enhancing competitiveness for India's
decentralized powerloom sector that emplovs millions in MSME
clusters, said Mr, K. Sakthivel, Chairman, PDEXCIL

PDEXCIL anticipates tripling powerlomm exparts o EU markets
within five years, mirroring UK FTA projections, through technology
transfers and jolnt ventures in technlcal textiles.

Mr. Sakthivel emphasized: "This FTA fortifies powerloom
resilience amid global volatility, positioning small weavers as vital
ELl partners via preferential access and regulatory alignment.”
Powerloom Sector Gains

Powerloom units, producing over 80% of Indla's fabric, stand
to gain from zero-duty access for varns, cotton fabrics, man-made
fibre textiles, and home furnishings key EU impaorts.

India’s textile exparts to the EU reached $7.2 billion in recent
vears, with powerlooms contributing significantly through woven
fabrics and made-ups: the FTA could drive further growth by
stahilizing arders and boosting capacityutilization in main powerloom
clusters ke Erodef Ichalkaranji/Panipat’ Bhiwandl Ahemdabad &
Surat
Employrrent and MSME Tnpact

The agreement supporis labor-intensive powerloom MSMEs
by enabling scale-up, job creation (textiles employ 45 million directly),
and integratlon inte EU supply chains for sustainable, value-added
products,

Reduced reliance on imported inputs and easier compliance
with EU standards will encourage Llnvestments in green manufacturing
and machinery upgrades.

FTA - A Historic Game Changer
for Woollen Textiles: WWEPC

Industry presses for swift policy action
amid tariff pressure: CITI survey

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAIL JAN. 20—

Pressure an Indian textile
and apparel exporters is
intensifying, sharpening indusiry
calls for immediate palicy
intervention as steep US tariffs
bsegin 1o translate into lost orders,
shrinking margins and
sccelerated diversion of business
lo  competing sourcing
destinations. The second round
of an industry survey conducted
by the Confederation of Indian
Textile Indusiry captures
growing concern gcross the value
chain, with respondents urging
faster rtrade agreements,

enhanced export credit support
and targeted assisiance o ofTser
the erosion of competitiveness in
India’s largest export market

At the heart of
disruption is the imposition of an
additional 25 percent ad valarem
tariff along with a further 25
percent penaliy on Indian texiile
and apparel expors 1o the US,
effectively raising duties by 50
percent, Exporters noted that the
tarilf escalation has had an
immediate impact on buyer
behaviour, (riggering order
reductions, price renegotiations
and outright cancellations at a

the

time when global demand
remains highly price sensitive.
Against this backdrop, the
industry Is pressing for swift
corrective measures.
Hespondents have called for
expediting free trade agreements
with ke markets such as the EU
27 and fast-tracking the
implementation of the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement. In parallel,
exporters are seeking a higher
interest subvention on expaorts,
rising from the current 2.75
percent (o 5 percent, along with
an extension of collaeral-free

credit under ECLGS Tor both
MSMEs and large companies.
The survey also highlights the
need to extend recent reliel
measures related 1o
moratoriums, recalculation of
drawing power and credit support
at least until 31 March 2026,
covering the full textile value
chain including Tier-2 and Tier-3
CXPOTIETS.

I'he scale of strain is
already evident on the ground.
Around one-fourth of
respondents reporfed that their
turnover declined by more than

Continued on PPage 3

loan

MUMBAIL JAN. 26—

Wool & Woollens Export
Promotion Council (WWEPC)
has lauded the Indian
povernment for concluding the

Agresment in India’s history.
Commenting on the historic
development, Mr. R. C. Khanna,
Chairman, WWEPC, stated: "The
India-EU Free Trade Agreement

is a historic achievement and a
true game changer for India’s

Continued on Page 3

NITMA Welcomes Historic
India-EU FTA; says A
New Era for Indian Textiles

MUMBAL JAN. 28—

The Northern Indla Textile Mills® Assoclation (NITMA), has
welcomes the landmark conclusion of negotiations for the India-
European Unlon (ELU) Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

"This India-EU FTA could bea game-changer for the Indian
textile value chain however its impact will depend on execution,
Innovation, sustainability, and the Industry’s ability (o deliver value
in a demanding market." said Mr. Sidharth Khanna, President of
NITMA

Key benefits for the Textile Sector: The FTA grants zero-duty
access across all textile tardff lines, boosting major segments lke
parments, cotton, and MMF textiles. Tt will energize 342 districts and
key clusiers, supporting 45 million livelihoods. Beyond tariff cuts,
the pact tackles non-tariff barriers with regulatory cooperation and
customs facilitation, while driving investment, technology transfer,
and sustalnable 'green manufacturing' aligned with EU standards.

Mr. Khanna, advocating for FTA fairness and balance,
highlighted a long standing critical duty anomaly in the current India-
ASEAN FTA, where raw Polyester Staple Fibre (HS 550320(0) faces
a5.5% BCDwhile finished Polyester Spun Yam (HS 55092100) emers
duty-free. This imbalance has triggered a tenfold surpe in imports—
rising from 8.4 1o 82.7 million kgs, severely disadvantaging Indian
mills and prompting NITMA to demand tariff parity across bath
HSN codes ongoing review of the India- ASEAN FTA. to ensure fair
competition.

The India-EU FTA, coupled with recent pacts with the UK,
Oman, and New Zealand, solidifles India's siatus as a premier,
sustainable sourcing partner, paving the way for a resilient and
Inclusive Vilsit Bharat.

India-Evropean Union Free
Trade Agresment - the largest and
most comprehensive Free Trade
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INDIA’S BIGGEST FREE TRADE AGREEMENT IN HISTORY

WWEPC proudly acknowledges the visionary leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in delivering the
India-European Union Free Trade Agreement, unlocking zero-duty
access to one of the world’s largest and most premium markets.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR WOOLLEN SEGTOR

ZERO DUTY MARKET ACCESS STRONGER GLOBAL ACCELERATION OF DEEPER INTEGRATION
FOR INDIAN WOOLLEN TEXTILES,lCOMPETITIVENESS SUSTAINABLE, VALUE- @WITH THE EUROPEAN

SHAWLS, STOLES, GARMENTS FOR MSME EXPORTERSH ADDED AND HIGH- TEXTILE AND FASHION
AND HOME FURNISHINGS QUALITY EXPORTS VALUE CHAIN

This historic agreement marks a turning point for India’s textile
industry—driving export growth, employment generation and
global leadership

Follow Us: ewwepcindial | Web: www.wwepcindia.com
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“India’s textile sector is a key driver of exports and employment, with the
woollen segment—especially the iconic pashmina shawls—sustaining
livelihoods across traditional clusters and MSMEs. Yet, tariff barriers continue to
constrain this high-value, employment-intensive sector. As the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement nears conclusion, WWEPC urges the Hon’ble Prime Minister to
secure comprehensive zero-duty access for woollen products—essential for
strengthening pashmina artisans, sustaining jobs and enhancing India’s
competitiveness in the European Union.”

— R. C. Khanna, Chairman, WWEPC —
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YR d-IRIR &8 vh.A0. # 34 vd 3l 3amcl &l
oI 2cch Ugd 16U STM @) wior: 31 =1, w1

HYAH, 24 S (H.E.): ¥E
1 FA UA FA IR AATNF A9
yruf fEfmin
Tl a9 Je,
&1g U wegy I
(THUE.wHE,) &

B E
eyl AT ¥
A vd FA

AFTR,
#F fafv= yril §
IR} o W T2t 3 AT o eaa
AN € 1 98 &7 FeE 4 Z09E
9 % Wi ad 50 e smde
eler |/ s = i e 7

FHAA (Teeg.geeg i) s
o T Haera, A 9 &
T U gt davE giteg 7, 3
YRA-gidrg | qEa AR gaE
(UF.A.0.) & 90 @ adieli &
2 3 Ud FA1 3Rl & o g
Y-y Ao YEd il A @R
Ay g Fl 8 |

T YT AA F T2 I J
aAfrEr, FgaEE, gEbE, 4w,
&8, Fo, dmre, e, gad afea
wmmquﬁﬁn’mm.
FRPAI 97 UH.UH.UH. . &l
frafai 1 gidE w59 F aeR §

UM a9 & WY gfaopi w0 H
HETFA1 I w0 |

T T ia . F Iaue
AR A, @ A Fe o W i
hEl s F e, Fofaes @it sgm-
TmdE g d vRa W AfeE
AR W4l 9 YRdE IAr & &
=1 [erEE R warE e w5 w7

I9H Fa 6 v ol [ Faa
29 F WgE S sl F g
FO, Afcd T4 Ud FA God Een
J 92 el Fe T vnuEun
#F1 wfifa F1 gia wEE, I
fata =1 @ 37 a9 ZdE 99 F
AT YA F T Iufeafa F1 3 geEn
#0311 ot Fofaes yftra P

~ Summary:

The Indian wool and woolen product sector, a key source of livelihood, seeks zero-tariff access in the India-European
Union FTA. The Wool and Woolens Export Promotion Council emphasizes that removing tariff barriers will significantly
benefit artisans and MSMEs, enhancing India's presence in the European Union market under Prime Minister Modi's
leadership.
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WWEPC expresses its sincere gratitude to Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
for his visionary leadership in delivering the India—EU Free Trade Agreement, securing

zero-duty access to the European Union.

THIS HISTORIC AGREEMENT WILL:

wp Boost exports of Indian woollen textiles, shawls, stoles, garments & home furnishings

W Enhance global competitiveness of MSME exporters
& Promote sustainable, value-added textile manufacturing

P Generate employment and deepen global value-chain integration
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n 98:.08% man’s tarift lines,
covering 99.38% o Indla S expo S by vaIue, this
development will strengthen India’s presence in the
= global textile market

R. C. Khanna, Chairman, WWEPC
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INDIA - UK FTA

ANEW ERA FOR INDIAN WOOLLEN EXPORTS!

" The Indian woollen industry thanks Hon'ble

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and
Hon’ble Minister Shri Piyush Goyal for the
historic India-UK Trade Agreement—an
essential step in boosting exports, creating
jobs, and driving economic growth.

R. C. Khanna With 99% of Indian exports receiving zero-
Chairman duty access, this agreement opens up vast
opportunities for labour-intensive sectors
like textiles, particularly woollen industry.
Indian exporters will benefit from enhanced
market access and competitiveness. This
visionary deal reinforces India’s
commitment to becoming a global
manufacturing and services hub.
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